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Cleobury Clarion
The

PHILIP DUNNE
APPOINTED WAR 

GRAVES 
COMMISSIONER

Philip Dunne MP is to become a 
War  Graves  Commissioner, 
which means four years serving 
to  honour  the  1.7  million  men 
and  women  of  the  British 
Commonwealth  lost  in  two 
World Wars in the last century.
   “Commemorations of the First 
World  War  centenary  has 
brought  the  sacrifice  of  our 
forebears through the horror of 
the First World War sharply into 
focus  for  present  generations,” 
said Mr Dunne.
   “As  a  former  Defence 
Minister,  I  take  pride  in  being 
able  to  assist  the  work  of  the 
Commission  and  look  forward 
to contributing in whatever way 
I can.”
   The  Commission  exists  to 
commemorate those lost and to 
tend  23,000  cemeteries  and 
memorials  in  more  than  150 
countries. 
   More  information  about  the 
work  of  the  Commission  on 
www.cwgc.org

GROWING WILDLIFE 
CONCERN

The Annual General Meeting of 
the  Clee  Hill  Community 
Wildlife Group in March drew a 
full  house  to  the  Village  Hall. 
The  meeting  itself  took  ten 
minutes  for  the  members  to 
hear  that  they  needed  new 
blood on the committee and that 
the group is solvent. Well done, 
chair  Sue  Dawes  for  that  brief 
but effective session. 
   A series of speakers then told 
how  their  particular  area  of 
interest  had  been  looked  after, 
with  a  mix  of  good  and  bad 
news. The protection of a pair of 
peregrines  and  the  installation 
of  cameras  to  watch  their  nest 
following  the  killing  of  two 
birds in 2017 was a measure of 
how seriously local  people feel 
about  the  matter  of  preserving 
such a precious asset.
  Curlew numbers are dropping, 
red  kites  are  growing.  Inside 
this issue you’ll  find an appeal 
to report seeing curlews on Page 
23; please use it if you are in the 
habit  of  walking  across  our 
wonderful hills. 

   There was so much more than 
we have room to report in these 
crowded pages. But we will give 
more  space  this  year  to  telling 
you  what’s  being  done  to 
preserve  wildlife,  from  rare 
butterflies in the Cramer Gutter 
area to rare birds on Clee Hill. 
We owe it to our children to do 
more  to  preserve  threatened 
species.

THE MEN’S SHED
A significant move forward for 
this important venture, that will 
provide a place for men to swap 
stories  and  teach  one  another 
skills to put into practice on the 
tools that are being donated by 
generous people.
   The laying of the footings for 
the  shed  will  be  done  this 
month,  courtesy  of  Hylton 
Smith and his family crew. They 
will be donating their skill, time 
and  materials  to  get  the  job 
under way. And with planning 
consent granted the application 
for a National Lottery grant can 
go ahead. 
   Congratulations  to  Pete 
Blackburn on his leadership and 
all the committee members who 
have given their skills and time.
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As members of The National Society of Allied and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF), we abide by a strict code of practice that provides 
further confidence in our professional service and approach. 

Our premises offer full facilities for the care of your loved one, meaning 
they remain local to home, from the moment they come into our care 
until the day of the funeral. 

 

8 - 9, TALBOT SQUARE, CLEOBURY MORTIMER 
www.cleoburyfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 01299 272963 or 01299 540541 
 ‘Serving the local communities with dignity & understanding’ 

 

Our reputation has been built on trust and professionalism. All our attention is 
concentrated on satisfying the needs of our clients and their families. Your 

neighbourhood is our neighbourhood and as Cleobury’s only resident Funeral 
Director, with over 20 years’ experience in arranging and directing funerals, we 

take personal pride in serving you well. 

Type to enter text
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DOES THE CAR NEED A SPRUCE 
FOR THE WINTER?

GIVE ASHLEY A CALL FOR A QUOTE 

FULL OR PART VALETS TO YOUR BUDGET
(BOOKING ESSENTIAL)

Cleobury Owl Watch. Watching 
over some of our wonderful but 

threatened wildlife.
More about this active group on

Page 19.

Have you ever heard of a store 
called Debaclebums?

Mary has and she managed to 
buy something there.

Read about it on
Page 35.

The Nightingale Nursing Fun

The Nightingale Nursing Fund.
A vital extra local service.

Page 51.
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MIKE AND SHELLEY ROBERTS 
Haulage Contractors 

Supplier of Aggregate and Asphalt products 
12 Lacon Close, Cleobury Mortimer DY14 8EF
07860 669350       07966 045012 

– –

Type to enter text



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - April 20195

Clarion Clippings - The Local News

DOG FOULING
Kath Philips is fed up and not 
shy about speaking her mind:
   ‘Gateway to Shropshire” or is 
it  just  ‘Dog  Pooh  Alley’?  We 
have  had  this  topic  before,  but 
unfortunately  some  dog  lovers 
have not heard the plea “Please 
clean up after your dog”!
   In the March Clarion we heard 
from the Evans family that there 
are over 500 dogs in and around 
Cleobury,  so  which  of  these 
owners  constantly  allow  their 
dogs to pooh all up the Ludlow 
Road? A couple of weeks ago it 
was outside the Old Post Office, 
The  Fountain  and  the  King’s 
Arms and quite often it’s along 
the  back  lane,  where  school 
children have to walk. I for one 
am getting fed up with having to 
clean it off the pram wheels after 
a trip into town.
   I notice the Town Council are 
singing the praises of the CCTV 
in  the  town  and  it  helping  to 
solve crimes. Perhaps it’s time to 
start  monitoring  it  to  see  who 
the  Bad  Dog  Owners  are  and 
maybe  it’s  time  to  ‘Blame  and 
Shame’ them. A session cleaning 
all  our  streets  of  the  offending 
excrement might just do the trick 
and  make  them  think  about 
keeping Cleobury clean.
Kath Philips

CHANCE TO VISIT 
CHATSWORTH HOUSE
C l e o b u r y  M o r t i m e r 
Horticultural Society is planning 
a trip to the RHS Flower Show at 
Chatsworth  House  (which  is  a 
magical setting), and would like 
to  know  if  anyone  would  be 
interested in coming along with 
the Society.  The date of our trip 
is Friday 7th June and the cost of 
admission is £34 per person, but 
we will get a discount if a group 
of 20 or more would like to come 
with  us.  We  will  go  by  coach 
which  will  be  an  additional 
£18.50 per person.
   If you are interested in joining 
us  for  a  lovely  day  out  please 
contact  me  on  either  07870 
930562 or 01299 270362.
Carol Franklin

THE HOPTON WAFERS 
SPRING SUPPER 

It’s  this  coming Saturday,  April 
6th, in Doddington Village Hall 
7.00pm for 7.30 start
   Includes  a  Two  Course 
Carvery  Supper  provided  by 
The  Clock  House  of  Tenbury 
Wells.  Tickets  are  £12.50  for 
adults  and  Children  Under  12 
get in for £6.25
   Please bring your own drinks 
and glasses.          Marilyn Wood

A BIG THANK YOU
Saint  Mary’s  Youth  Project  
would like  to  say a  big ‘Thank 
You’  to  the  Sports  and  Social 

Club  and  organisers  of  the  Big 
Quiz  Night.  Everyone  involved 
enjoyed themselves, had a great 
deal  of  fun  and  realised  how 
much  they  didn't  know!  This 
particularly  applies  to  the 
committee  from  SMYP  who 
didn't quite come last! 
   The evening raised £377 for the 
Youth  Project  which  will  be 
invested in our Community Hub 
development. As this gets under 
way  we  will  be  inviting  the 
community to come and have a 
look at what is being created by 
the  young  people  of  our  town 
for everyone in our town. More 
news via the Clarion in the near 
future and also keep up to date 
a t  o u r  w e b s i t e 
www.SMYP.org.uk
Roger Brown

SILLY BITS 
(With an American country flavour) 

1. Our mountains aren’t just funny. 
They’re hill areas. 

2. Turning vegan would be a big 
missed steak. 

3. Life is short if you can’t laugh at 
yourself. Call me -I will. 

4. Ban pre-shedded cheese. Make 
America grate again. 

5. Despite the high cost of living, it 
remains popular. 

6. I’m friends with 25 letters of the 
alphabet. I don’t know Y. 

Thanks to a roadside sign on the 
approach to Indian Hills Community 
Centre, USA.
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 Fully insured qualified professional 
 Excellent workmanship and quality customer care 
 From hanging doors, fitting kitchens to bespoke projects 
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

Email: D_Tramontana@hotmail.co.uk          Website: www.poppysgardenbenches.com

Telephone: 01299 832227

Mobile: 07812559530

Clows Top Garage
Clows Top

Tenbury Road
Kidderminster
Worcestershire

From a choice of either strong solid timber or beautiful Welsh cedar wood. These 
handcrafted benches are a must have.

Unlike flat pack benches, these are quality constructed with approximately 2 Inch 
thick solid wood.

Due to the sheer size and weight of these benches we do offer delivery. For more
 information on this, or any general enquires please contact us.

CAR BOOT FOR 
DISABLED RIDING

The  Cavalier  Centre,  a  new all-
year-round home for  Riding for 
the  Disabled  in  the  Much 
Wenlock area, opens this month. 
It’s  been six  years  from start  to 
finish  and  as  the  drive  to  raise 
funds  continues,  a  special  Car 
Boot  Sale  at  The  Isle  outside 
Shrewsbury promises to be a star 
event.
   It will be on May 12th, with a 
valuations tent run by local BBC 
TV  ‘Flog  It’  star  Christina 
Trevanion  one  of  the  features, 
plus a vintage clothes tent. Gates 
open at 9.00 and close at 3.00 and 
you can book a stall to offer those 
family  relics  you  really  don’t 
need any more. Danny Budd on 
danny.budd13@gmail.com  will 
happily reserve space for you.

CHARITY FUND 
RAISING

Roger Gittins, who does such a 
good job collating fund raising 
reports.
SUNDAY  LEAGUE  CHARITY 
FUND:  The  Fund  last  year 
donated 90% of the funds raised 
to  Nightingale  Nurses  and 
Cleobury  Compassionate 
Communities.  They  each 
received a cheque to the value of 
£884.  My  thanks  go  to  the 
captains and players of the team 

at The Lion, The Bell, The Stable 
Tavern and the Sports and Social 
Club.
POPPY  APPEAL  2018:  The 
Appeal  has  so  far  raised 
£8736.77.  May  I  pass  on  the 
thanks from the Appeal to all the 
businesses  who  allowed  us  to 
place  collection  boxes  on  their 
counters.  My  thanks  to  the 
collectors,  schools  and  all  who 
did a grand job in raising such a 
magnificent total.  Roger Gittins

ROCK PATHFINDERS
The two April walks for this keen 
band  of  walkers  have  different 
starting times. On the evening of 
the  4th  they  meet  at  the 
Earnwood Copse Car Park on the 
B4194  Dowles  Road  at  6.30,  a 
sure sign that spring is here. Sat 
Nav  DY12  3HS  or  Ordnance 
Survey  reference  743784.  All 
walkers welcome.
   On the 18th they gather at 10.30 
in the a.m. at The Manor House 
of  Whittington,  where  parking 
will be free. That’s on the A449, 
Sat Nav DFY7 6NY or SO 857828.
   More details if you need them 
from Alan on 01299 400304.

THE FOOTPATH 
ASSOCIATION

The  Association  held  its  annual 
dinner at the Sun and Slipper in 
Mamble during March. 32 of us 
enjoyed  very  good  food  and 

were  grateful  to  Diane 
Waddington who had the  event 
organised  to  run  smoothly.  An 
enjoyable  evening  and  great  to 
see new members with us. More 
business-like  matters  are  on  the 
agenda for Friday April 5th as it’s 
our  AGM  –  downstairs  in  the 
Market  Hall,  starting at  7.30pm. 
Please  come  along  if  you  are 
interested to finding out what we 
do.
   The  April  Parish  Walk  is  on 
Sunday  April  7th  at  10.00  from 
outside  the  Church.  We  will  be 
heading up the Rea Valley where 
we can expect to see evidence of 
springtime in flowers and lambs 
in the fields.      
Graham Simpson

MUSIC IN BEWDLEY
St George’s Hall in Bewdley has 
a monthly music feature and this 
month  is  The  Good  Lovelies, 
Kerri,  Sue  and  Caroline,  all  the 
way from Canada. 
   They have a country folk core 
to  their  music,  with  influence 
from  pop,  roots,  jazz  and  hip-
hop.  They’ve  been  together  for 
thirteen years and have a string 
of albums to their credit. 
   Friday the 12th sees them at the 
Hall,  with  backing  band  and  a 
great range of harmonies. Tickets 
are  £12.00  each,  bookable  on 
thehall-bewdley.org.uk
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Clarion Clippings - The Local News

THE SOROPTIMISTS
A busy  Spring  so  far.  A Tapas 
Evening  which  raised  about 
£300 in aid of Humanity, a walk 
on  the  Snowdrop  Trail  at 
Dudmaston Hall with afternoon 
tea outside in the Orchard, our 
last  meeting  of  the  year  and a 
talk  at  our  March  Supper  by 
Helen  Timmins  on  the  Rose 
Theatre Youth Group.
  Our new year starts with our 
AGM on April 4th, at 7.30 pm in 
the  Baxter  Church  Rooms,  
when we will also welcome our 
new  President  Janice  Bell.  Our 
Supper meeting will be on April 
18th at La Brasserie, at 7.30 pm 
and  we  look  forward  to  an 
interesting  talk  by  Angela 
Randle, Volunteer with Refugee 
Action.
   Our regular coffee morning at 
the  George  Hotel  will  be  on 
April 25th, from 10.00. Do come 
and  meet  some  of  us.  Our 
annual Bridge Tournament will 
be  on  April  24th  Blakedown 
Parish Rooms; coffee at 10.30 for 
an  11.00  am  start,  finishing  at 
4.00.  £12  per  player,  including 
all  refreshments.  For  further 
details  and  to  book  places  call 
Sue  Merrill  on  07831  487  648, 
01562  700079  or  email: 
susanmerrill8@gmail.com. 

For more details about the club 
contact  01299  266101  or  email: 
kidderminstersorop@gmail.com
Website:  http://sigbi.org/
kidderminster-and-district/
Facebook:  Soropt imists 
Kidderminster
Elke Jury 

THE HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY

In February we heard from two 
of our members about growing 
flowers to cut for ten months of 
the  year.  They  had  attended  a 
course  with  Sarah  Raven,  a 
renowned  plantswoman  who 
introduced  them  to  her 
methods.
   Prepare ground, plan planting 
rota and sort the best positions 
for the chosen. Sarah supported 
tall plants with a movable grid 
that you raise as they grow and 
this  proved to  be  a  good idea. 
Our growers found they needed 
to  leave  wider  paths  between 
rows  to  enable  easy  picking,  a 
lesson  learned  for  next  year. 
Some  planting  was  done  in 
containers and proved that you 
could  successfully  grow  cut 
flowers without a large plot. 
  In  March  we  enjoyed  a  quiz 
night. Our quiz master showed 
slides and we had four answers 
to choose from which promoted 
plenty of discussion. Two teams 

scored the same, so there was a 
tie  breaker.  It  was  also  the 
evening  of  our  Spring 
competition,  a  collection  of 
flowers in a standard jam jar. Of  
several  lovely  collections  the 
winning  entry  was  from Jenny 
Vanderhook.
   Our next meeting is on April 
8th  in  the  Methodist  Hall. 
Would  all  members  please 
remember the Spring Plant Sale 
on May 11th at the Market Hall. 
We  would  welcome  plants  to 
sell  and  your  company. 
Refreshments  will  be  available.                 
Liz Smurthwaite

MUSIC AT NEEN 
SAVAGE

On May 11th at 7.30pm, popular 
ensemble  Fordante  present 
“From Romance to the Movies” 
in  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Neen 
Savage. A night to remember as 
they  blend  Waltzes,  popular 
Romantic  Classics  and  Movie 
Love  Themes  with  a  mix  of 
Fordante’s  songs.   Tickets  are 
£10.00  with  a  complementary 
interval drink. There has been a 
great  deal  of  interest  and  the 
seating  is  limited,  so  it  is 
recommended  that  tickets  be 
purchased beforehand. They are 
available  from  Cleobury 
Mortimer  Church  Office  and 
Cleobury Country Centre.
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www.tlccareathome.com

Working in partnership with: 

We are a well established family run home care provider with an excellent reputaƟon in our 
local community, we are rated by the C.Q.C with Good overall with an Outstanding for “Is 
the service caring?” 
Choosing care is never easy, here at T.L.C we will work closely with you to provide support which 
suits your needs and allows you to conƟnue living independently your own home. We work across 
Wyre Forest and Worcestershire and provide support with: 

24 hour care 
Personal care support 
Day trips and support to access your local community 
SupporƟve care services: PalliaƟve care, DemenƟa support
DomesƟc services: cleaning, cooking, laundry, shopping 

For more informaƟon please call a member of our friendly management team on 01299 272 897 you can re-
quest a full brochure or arrange a no obligaƟon meeƟng where we can discuss your needs in full. 
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CLOWS TOP 
GARDENING CLUB

April is the most exciting month 
of the year, because we are well 
and truly into spring. It’s also a 
good  time  to  tidy  up  your 
winter heather with a light trim.
If  your  greenhouse  or 
windowsills are groaning under 
the  weight  of  seedlings,  you 
might be tempted to move some 
outside. Hold back, although the 
day  time  temperatures  are 
rising,  the nights  are  cold with 
occasional late frost.
   National Gardening Week this 
year is  between April  27th and 
May 5th. It is run by the Royal 
Horticultural  Society  to 
encourage  more  people  to  take 
part  in  the  healthy  and 
productive  outdoor  activity 
of gardening.
   If  you’re not a member then 
come along and join us at one of 
our  monthly  meetings.  It’s  a 
great  opportunity  for  you  to 
share  your  thoughts,  ideas  and 
advice with other members. We 
have  a  great  programme  of 
speakers  as  well  as  evening 
visits to local gardens.
   Our next meeting will  be on 
Wednesday April 24th, the speaker 
for  the  evening  will  be  Kate 
Hurst  with  a  talk  on  ‘Shelsley 
Herbs & Flowers’
Pauline Bowen

PRIMARY SCHOOL
MUSIC AWARD

Cleobury  Mortimer  Primary 
School was recently awarded the 
Gold Mark for music.
   This award goes to the school 
for  ensuring  that  each  class  is 
taught  music  by  a  specialist 
music  teacher  every  week. 
Lessons  may  be  linked  to  the 
class topic work and the music 
can be from a variety of cultures 
and  in  many  different  styles. 
Pupils  will  enjoy  singing, 
playing  instruments  or 
composing and performing. It is 
also  possible  for  them  to  have 
one to one instrumental  tuition 
with the specialist music teacher.
Music can be very therapeutic as 
well  as  encouraging  the 
development  of  language  and 
creativity.
   Congratulations to the school 
for  recognising  the  value  of 
music to a child’s development. 
The school continues to enhance 
the  music  curriculum  and  is 
now working towards achieving 
the Platinum Mark.
Jayne Brown

FROM THE 
BANDROOM

On March 9th our contest band 
travelled  to  Kenilworth  for  the 
area  competition.  The  week 
before had been a little fraught 
when our lovely baritone player 

Gill  fell  down  and  broke  her 
wrist,  then our principal cornet 
Vince was in immense pain with 
his  back  which  meant  that  on 
the contest day he sadly wasn’t 
able to be with us.
   We  went  on  stage  with 
depleted  numbers  but  still 
managed to be placed 6th, which 
is brilliant, all things considered. 
We are top of the 3rd section in 
the Midlands and now on points 
we will  be promoted to the 2nd 
section from next January.
   Our summer season kicks off 
with our annual Spring Concert 
on April 6th, tickets are £10 each 
and  include  a  fish  and  chip 
supper.  We  have  an  African 
theme  for  this  concert,  so  you 
can expect music from the Lion 
King,  Out  of  Africa  and  other 
works.  We  recently  donated 
some of our older instruments to 
the  charity  Brass  for  Africa 
which  enables  youngsters  to 
learn,  there  will  be  a  short 
presentation  on  this  wonderful 
charity during the evening and 
some of  the  proceeds  from the 
evening will also be sent to the 
charity.   We  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  there,  tickets  are 
available from Cleobury Café or 
Donna Tracy on 07791642214 or 
any band member.
Katie Griffiths
Our  website  lists  all  contact 
details  www.CMCB.org.uk, 
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   All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken

  Level 3 City & Guilds in Carpentry & Joinery, 20 years of experience

   Tel: 07854 032750                   Email: duncpearce1@gmail.com

MARK WILLIAMS - PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER 
“A lifetime’s attention to complex legal issues as a retired Detective Superintendent  

and now a Private Client Lawyer means you can definitely trust Mark to write your Will.” 
 

Wills or Lasting Powers of Attorney from £85, Free Will Reviews,  
Also: Probate Support, Care Home Fee Avoidance  

& Big Savings on Funeral Plans 
Instructions taken in the comfort of your own home or workplace 

 

T: 01299 251442    M: 07966 053887    
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk   W: ambalegalservices.co.uk 

 
Fellow of the Institute of Professional Willwriters & Trading Standards Approved 

Our Mason is an accredited member of the British Register of Memorial Masons with a City & Guilds 
Qualification in Memorial Masonry. He is also a BRAMM licensed memorial fitter. 
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HEATH FARM MEATS 
Home produced beef, pork, lamb and mutton. 

Home cured bacon, gammon, sausages,  
cakes, pickles and preserves. 

OPEN 8.00 am to 5.30 pm 
WEDNESDAY TO SATURDAY 

01746 718732

MOT’S
Book now And Don’t Miss out
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Stove Installations, Service and Repair
All solid fuel wood burners and boilers supplied and installed
Chimneys relined and twin wall systems built
Chimney Pots, Cowls, Carbon Monoxide alarms and Air Bricks fitted
All Stoves and Fires serviced including chimney sweep
Hetas Landlord Safety Certificates

Tel:   01299 272712  Mbl: 07807 343006
email: info@rweaversservices.co.uk

.....
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The Clarion Jobs Page                             

      
 
 

On-Call Firefighters Cleobury Mortimer 
 (Retained Duty System) 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is currently looking to recruit on-call firefighters at Cleobury Mortimer Fire 
Station. On-call firefighters agree to be available for a certain number of hours per week; they carry a pager 
and must be able to get to the fire station within five minutes. For this they are paid between £1,587 - £2,116 
per annum (dependent on contract) as a Retaining Fee plus payments for attending incidents and drill evenings at 
Cleobury Mortimer fire station. 
 
TO APPLY YOU MUST LIVE OR WORK WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF CLEOBURY MORTIMER FIRE STATION 

 
To be a Firefighter requires special skills and qualities, not only do you need to be able to work under pressure 
as part of a team at operational incidents you need effective communication skills to deal with the public at fire 
safety events and in their homes. You will work within your local community to support our aim of preventing 
fire related incidents and road traffic collisions. The Service is looking for people aged 18 or more on their start 
date who can demonstrate a high level pf physical fitness 
 

     For an information pack please contact us on 01743 260220, or email HRAssistants@shropshirefire.gov.uk,        
stating your name, address and quoting Cleobury Mortimer 

 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to equality and diversity at work. We positively welcome 
applications from disabled people and minority groups who are under-represented in our Service.    
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER CARPETS

Supplying and Fitting of:-

Gordon’s Motoring School 

Specialist Joinery

01299
270626www.gcartersmartjoinery.com

Built in Wardrobes
Double Glazed Wooden Windows
Staircases

Qualified tradesmen, fully insured                       
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Almost A Farming Family - Frank and Sheila Sheeran

Frank and Sheila Sheeran, Managers of 
The Glen Caravan Park 
Frank and Sheila Sheeran came to Cleobury 
in April 2018. The park and their home are 
built over the foundations of the old Union 
Workhouse.  Having moved from 
Warrington, they say that their new 
occupation, country environment and 
wonderful change of life style, is all they 
could wish for. They love the peaceful, 
tranquil atmosphere tucked away in the 
countryside as managers of The Glen 
Caravan Park. There are 113 recreational 
holiday homes on the Park, which sits along 
a length of the Workhouse Wildlife 
Corridor, a haven for holiday home owners 
as well as for a widely diverse wildlife. 
   The Glen is one of eight caravan parks in 
the West Midlands and Wales owned for 
three generations by Hillandale Caravan 
Parks who are based at Stourport-on-
Severn. Their Parks vary in size and 
clientele from coastal Aberystwyth, to the 
smaller Glen in rural and peaceful Cleobury 
Mortimer. The Glen caters for those seeking 
a bolthole away from the hustle and bustle 
of everyday life. Most owners live within a 
45 to 90 minute drive away, Cleobury is far 
enough to call a stay in the countryside, a 
holiday, but near enough for sheer 
convenience and pleasure. 
In 2018 The Glen maintained a Silver award 
from the David Bellamy Conservation 
Awards. The Awards started in 1996, and 

aim to protect and enhance Britain’s natural 
environment. They are judged by local 
wildlife experts looking for wildlife havens, 
reduction in energy use, reduction, reuse 
and recycling of waste and for integration 
into the local community. The Glen is part of 
a Honey Bee Friendly Project and is 
planning to introduce bee hives in 2019 to 
make the most use of the Park’s wildflower 
sowings and encouragement of biodiversity. 
Frank, Sheila and The Glen are going for 
Gold in 2019! 
   How do owners benefit from a holiday 
home at The Glen? A choice of new or 
quality pre-owned holiday homes to enjoy, 
tucked away in beautiful countryside.  
Modern holiday homes up to 40’ long, with 
double glazing, central heating and en-suite 
bedrooms that can sleep up to 6 people. A 
small plot of their own in a quiet, safe 
community close to Cleobury town centre 
and all its amenities. What do we in 
Cleobury gain from having The Glen on our 
doorstep? Customers in our shops and 
hostelries, visitors to our local tourist 
attractions, floral planters at the entrance to 
the town maintained by the staff at The 
Glen; quiet, peaceful neighbours who take 
great care of their countryside and its 
wildlife. It sounds like a good and 
worthwhile relationship from custodians 
and stewards on one of our main wildlife 
corridors.    Kit Smith 

Training Courses Upcoming 2019:
Level 3 award in food safety 14,15,16 May £ 325.00

Level 2 award in safer moving and handling 20th May £65.00 
Emergency first aid at work 10th June £ 73.00
Level 2 award in food safety 18th June £ 70.00

Level 2 award in occupational health & safety 20th June
£70.00

Level 3 award in HACCP 1&2 July £265.00
All course costs + vat

For more information on courses or if you require a booking form  
please contact the centre.

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com
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Excellence in  
education since 1620 

We’ve been unlocking the potential of children for nearly 
400 years. We offer the best opportunity to boys and girls 
from three months to 16 years old. 

To book a tour or find out more, call our  
Admissions Secretary on 01562 850204.

Places available.

/HeathfieldKnollSchool

@heathfieldknoll

/heathfieldknollschool
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

CLEOBURY OWL 
WATCH

The barn owl. Such a beautiful 
creature.

Cleobury  Owl  Watch  was 
formed  in  spring  2018 
following  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology’s  instigation  of  a 
national  campaign  to  halt  the 
decline  of  Tawny  Owls.  Our 
aim  is  to  raise  awareness  of 
Tawny  and  Barn  Owls,  to 
safeguard  valuable  and  scarce 
owl  feeding  grounds/habitats 
and to help in a good owl year 
provide  new  homes  for 
extended  owl  families.  Owls 
are  a  recognised  indicator  of 
the  health  of  an  important 

biodiversity system.  
  Since  June  2018  nine 
volunteers  around  Cleobury 
Mortimer  have  recorded  well 
over  a  hundred  hooting  owl 
calls.  We  now  have  a 
reasonable  picture  of  which 
owls  are  where  and  in  what 
numbers.  It  shows  that  there 
are  three  major  hot  spots  for 
owls:  around  the  Skate  Park, 
Pinkham Mill and the wooded 
area  along the  Pudding Brook 
Wildlife  Corridor.  Other  areas 
have  a  few  recordings  of 
hooting  owls  but  we  are 
concentrating  at  first  on  the 

three  hot  spots.  The  data 
collected  on  our  owls’ 
territories and the proposals for 
future  protection  and 
encouragement  of  owls  is  an 
integral part of the developing 
Cleobury Neighbourhood Plan. 
   We are seeking confirmation 
from tree owners for us to place 
three Barn Owl and six Tawny 
Owl boxes with the possibility 
of  two  Kestrel  boxes  between 
now  and  the  autumn.  We  are 
very  grateful  to  the  emerging 
Men in Sheds who have agreed 
to  build the boxes  despite  not 
having a Shed yet.
   There will be a local meeting 
in  summer  where  we  can 
exchange information and owl 
experiences  and  let’s  hope 
news  of  a  successful  owl 
breeding year.
   Spring is  here and our bird 
visitors of Swallows and House 
Martins should be seen in April 
with  the  Swifts  here  by  early 
May.                        Kit Smith

AGE UK LUNCH CLUB
On  Mondays  from  10:30  to 
3pm, there is a social gathering 
at the Day Centre in Cleobury 
Mortimer,  run  by  Age  UK. 
Those taking part arrive in the 
morning for coffee, biscuits and 
conversation. A two course hot 
meal is served up at lunch time. 
   At the moment we have eight 
people  who  come  along  on  a 
regular  basis  and  we  have 
room for more.
   The day is  ideal  for  people 
who are lonely and would like 
the  chance  to  have  some 
friendly  company.  If  transport 
is  a  problem  this  may  be 
arranged.  If you are interested 
or  know  someone  else  who 
might  be  then  please  contact 
Sarah Wilde on 01299 272628

SAINT ELIZABETH’S 
HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES

Our  thanks  to  Judy  Reid  for 
these  details  of  the  town’s 
Catholic services.
   Sunday,  April  15th,  9.00am: 
Palm Sunday Mass.
   Maunday  Thursday,  April 
18th, 6.30pm: Mass of the Last 
Supper.
   Good  Friday,  April  19th, 
9.00am:  Stations  of  the  Cross. 
5.00pm: The Passion.
   Easter  Sunday,  April  21st, 
9.00am:  Mass  at  Saint  Peter’s, 
Ludlow.
   Tuesday, April 17th, 7.30pm: 
Reconciliation Services.
   Saturday April 20th, 9.00pm: 
The  Easter  Vigil,  service  of 
Light  and  the  first  Mass  of 
Easter.
   The  priest  will  be  Canon 
Christopher  Walsh  of  Saint 
Peter’s,  Ludlow,  telephone 
number 01584 872906.

FASHION SHOW AT 
LUDLOW

The  Friends  of  Saint  Mary’s 
have  a  Fashion  Show  at  the 
Edinburgh  Woollen  Mill  store 
in  Corve  Street,  Ludlow.  on 
April 4th. Tickets cost £5.00 and 
there  will  be  ladies  and  mens 
clothes modelled. There will be 
sale items on offer and non-sale 
stuff  will  carry  a  20  percent 
discount.  Anything  can  be 
returned if it’s found to be not 
suitable and a full rebate given.
   Transport can be arranged if 
you need it. Sounds like a good 
evening’s  outing.  Book  tickets 
through Diane Waddington on 
C M  2 7 2 8 2 0  o r 
dianewaddington@googlemail.
com.
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We clean and restore outdoor surfaces at an affordable price.
Decking
Patios
Brickwork

Driveways
Fences
Outdoor furniture

FALCO HEATING 
The Solid Fuel Specialists

GARY HARDING - HETAS 
registered 

Old Hall Farm 
Clows Top, Worcs. DY14 9HE 

T: 01299 832030 
M: 07896 685 947 

FalcoHeating@gmail.com

01299 271 680
36 High Street  Cleobury Mortimer  near Kidderminster

Worcestershire DY14 8DQ

Retailers for Sanderson, Harlequin, Monkwell

Crowson and many more...

Masquerade

Soft furnishing and 
Interior Design Services
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–

10.00am St Mary’s CM

5.00pm St Elizabeth’s Church CM

7.30pm St Mary’s 
Where we recall Jesus’ Last Supper before he died, by washing 

’

St Mary’s Church CM

–  

– 3.00pm St Mary’s CM –

– St Mary’s Neen Savage

– St Mary’s CM

–
–
–
–
–

St Mary’s Neen Savage –
–
–
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e guarantee you won’t find tastier fresher milk with so little food miles.
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CLEE HILL 
COMMUNITY 

WILDLIFE GROUP 
 
The Bird Group has been monitoring breeding Lapwing and Curlew on Clee 

Hill and the surrounding area since 2012 as their numbers are rapidly 
declining.  Kestrel are also now in decline and we need more information 

about their numbers and breeding sites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lapwing 

If you see a  
Lapwing, Curlew or Kestrel  

between now and the end of July 2019,  
or know of a recent breeding site,  
please let us know by contacting  

Chris Bargman     
01299 270514     

email: chcwg@shropscwgs.org.uk 
 

You can find out more about what we do, and see the results of our work in 
previous years, on the Clee Hill pages of the Community Wildlife Groups website 

www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk 
 

Curlew 

You can help by 
providing  

local information 
about where  
these birds  

can be found. 

Kestrel 
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The Miah Brothers Famous Spice Empire 
 Bringing great taste and value to Cleobury Mor mer for 17 years

SPICE NEWS: 
Orders over £40 come with free boƩle of wine. Free Delivery up to 5miles from the Spice Empire & Spice Express. 

www.facebook.com/pages/the spice empire

17 High Street, Cleobury MorƟmer
6 11pm 6 Days a Week

Acclaimed Indian restaurant with 
wide range to suit all tastes.

Sunday Buffet from 12.00pm
9.00pm.

As much as you can eat for just 
£9.95 a head.

Free home delivery up to 5miles
ReservaƟƟons:01299 270419

6/7 Church Street, Cleobury MorƟmer
‘Fine bar, excellent food at prices to 

suit all pockets’
Top Value dining. 

Our Dine In Meal Deal gives you a: 
starter, main course and naan or 

rice for just £9.95.

Tuesday to Sunday, 6.00 11.00pm 
ReservaƟons: 01299 271485

57 High Street, Cleobury MorƟmer
6 11pm Wednesday– Sunday

Dine at home with the same great 
quality our restaurant offers. 

Monday– Tuesday 
collect Takeaways from

 Spice Empire:
Tel: 01299 270419

Free home delivery up to 5miles. 
Orders: 01299 271604

Bayton Church of England Primary School 
 

 - Be the best you can be, as a child of God -  

                       
Rated “Outstanding” in our latest SIAMs inspection (March 2018)

– – – – – – – –
 

“We offer an alternative and unique Primary 

come and visit us.”

–
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The Clarion Clippings - The Local News                                           

NEEN SAVAGE W.I.
In February we welcomed Steve 
Todd who entertained with tales 
from his time with HM Customs 
and Excise, entitled ‘The Flying 
Cortina  and  other  stories  from 
the Water Guard’. 
   He started by explaining that 
the Water  Guard was a  section 
of  Customs  and  Excise  which 
has long since been incorporated 
into  HMRC.  He  started  at  the 
bottom and worked his way up, 
meeting  another  well  known 
'Cleoburyite'  Adrian  Pearce 
whilst at Terminal 3, Heathrow. 
There officers received a reward 
for all their seizures, as well as 
the  witness  called  to  verify  it. 
He  was  then  posted  back  to 
Central  London  on  Harpy 
Pontoon  and  then  West  India 
Dock  as  Rummage  Crew 
(searching  ships)  where  the 
Flying  Cortina  came  in.  A 
specific instrument 'shifty scope' 
(a long handled drill with a light 
on for peering into dark spaces) 
was  required  but  had  been 
forgotten,  so  Dave  volunteered 
to fetch it from the office using 
the  brand  new  Civil  Service 
Cortina. He jumped into the car 
but  forgot  that  ramps  used  to 
access  the  ship  had  been 
removed and so landed heavily, 
braking  a  fog  lamp  but  with, 
apparently,  no  other 
damage.....except  the  doors 
never  closed  properly  again! 
Steve  then  had  us  in  stitches 
with  a  slightly  risqué  story 
involving  burly  sailors  and 
ladies of the night!
   Then  on  to  Special  Unit,  a 
team  of  two  and  plain  clothes 
work  although  only  one  major 
find,  a  ship  from  the  Far  East 
with  significant  amounts  of 
cannabis  hidden  in  the  funnel 
lining. After marriage he moved 

to  Newhaven  and  the  Dieppe 
ferry  where  it  was  mostly 
Spaniards,  and  their  cheap 
brandy,  coming  through.  The 
Water  Guard  disbanded  in  the 
1970s  and  Steve  moved  onto 
pastures new.
   Our  March meeting brought 
out the crafty side in us all as we 
expertly  decorated  pots  with 
paper  napkins.  Everyone  was 
t h r i l l e d  w i t h  t h e i r 
handiwork ,with all the finished 
items looking very professional.
   After a huge amount of hard 
work  by  Sandra,  Angela  and 
Mary,  the  phone  box  will  be 
unveiled in its new location by 
the Parish Hall on Saturday 20th 
April.  The  WI  are  extremely 
proud  to  be  involved  in  this 
project,  having  first  identified 
the need for refurbishment and 
alternative  uses  several  years 
ago  and  are  thrilled  this  has 
finally happened.
  Details for our 70th Anniversary 
Celebration have been finalised 
and  we  would  love  past 
members to join us at The Larch 
Barn on Friday 21st June at 7pm. 
The  evening  will  start  with  a 
glass  of  Pimms,  followed  by  a 
fork buffet with dessert and tea 
or coffee. Tickets are £15 each so 
please  get  in  touch  if  you  are 
interested.
   Our April meeting, at 7.30pm 
in  the  Parish  Hall,  on 
Wednesday 10th is hosted by the 
members but I do know that the 
speaker  comes  highly 
recommended and will  give an 
insight  into  living  abroad. 
Visitors  always  welcome,  £4  to 
include  refreshments  and raffle 
ticket.  For  more  information 
please  contact  me  on  01299 
270647.
Catherine Evans 
President

THANK YOU
Dan  and  Angi  Gregory  are 
moving  on,  to  live  nearer  to 
their daughter Zoe. Angi would 
like to say ‘Thank you’ to their 
many friends:
   We’ve  spent  many  happy 
years in Cleobury, such a lovely 
place  to  live.  Made  many 
friends,  through  Dan’s 
motorbike  connections,  my 
involvement  with  the  W.I.  and 
just  people  we  met  as  part  of 
everyday life in a small, friendly 
town.
   Through  some  trying  times 
with  health  problems,  there’s 
always  been  help  available  at 
the  first  telephone  call.  People 
here  are  so  warm  and 
welcoming and as we will have 
moved  over  the  border  into 
Wales by the time you read this, 
we  would  thank  everyone  
we’ve  met  and  made  friends 
with. We will miss you.
Angi Gregory

CLEOBURY PATIENTS’ 
VOICE

This month we’d like to mention 
Walking for Health.
   If you wish to get a little bit 
more  exercise  and  have  a 
sociable  chat  while  you  do  so 
you could try one of their walks. 
These take place twice a month 
on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  
and start and end at the Market 
Hall  where  there  is  a  coffee 
morning on these days.
   Walks are led so you can’t get 
lost and you don’t have to wear 
Lycra, just sensible footwear.

You  can  check  dates  on  the 
Clarion Calendar listing or you

Paul French
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HILLTOP PLANTS AND FLOWERS 
Mrs Dorothy Selly 

TRADITIONAL HOLLY WREATHS, CROSSES AND SPRAYS 
Plain or Decorative, as required. 

FRESH AND ARTIFICIAL TABLE ARRANGEMENTS, FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS.  
TUBS, PLANTERS, BASKETS, BOWLS.  

HANDMADE GARDEN WILDLIFE PRODUCTS. 
‘Saddlestones’ 

Lion Lane 01584 891441
Clee Hill 
Nr Ludlow  SY8 3NJ 

LOCAL DELIVERY FREE
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Letter from Westminster                                                 Philip Dunne MP

Persecution of Christians
As Easter approaches late this month, for many 
Christians it is a time to renew faith and reflect 
on the role of Jesus in bringing Christian values 
to life. But it is a sad fact that, just as Christ was 
persecuted  for  his  beliefs,  many  Christians 
around the world are  not  free  to  practice  their 
religion as they wish.
  Nearly a quarter of a billion people are suffering 
persecution  today  because  of  their  Christian 
faith.  In  addition,  80  per  cent  of  people  who 
suffer  persecution  because  of  their  faith,  are 
Christian.
  I know this is an issue of great concern to the 
Foreign  Secretary,  Jeremy  Hunt  MP,  who  has 
acted  to  boost  the  UK's  role  as  a  defender  of 
Christians facing persecution overseas. As part of 
this renewed focus, he has asked the Bishop of 
Truro to conduct an independent review into the 
UK's  response  to  the  persecution  of  Christians 
abroad.
  This review aims to map levels of persecution 
and  other  discrimination  against  Christians  in 
key countries around the world. It will provide 
an objective assessment of the impact and levels 
of  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  (FCO) 
support,  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
Foreign Secretary.
  That is not to say no action has been taken so 
far. In fact, the UK has played a leading role in 
bringing together other countries that share our 
values and giving a voice to those who do not 
have one. The Church of England also meets the 
FCO regularly to discuss freedom of religion and 
belief. But the outcome of this review should be 
for the FCO to gain a deeper understanding of 
what it can do better in this arena.

  I look forward to reading the reports emerging 
from this  Review,  which the  Bishop intends  to 
focus on evidence and consultation with a range 
of participants, including survivors and victims, 
civil  society  institutions,  the  diplomatic 
community,  governmental  and  multilateral 
entities.  The  Initial  Report  to  the  Foreign 
Secretary is  expected by the end of April,  with 
briefings for MPs in the following month, which 
I hope to attend.
   Interestingly, the place and type of religion in 
Parliament came to the fore recently, when there 
was  discussion  about  whether  the  day  should 
still  begin  with  ‘prayers’.  In  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  sittings  begin  with  prayers  that 
follow  the  Christian  faith,  though  there  is  no 
compulsion  to  attend.  I  and  many  of  my 
colleagues appreciate the opportunity for a few 
minutes  calm  reflection  before  the  formal 
business of the day begins - not least during this 
critical period in our country's history. So I will 
not be supporting removal of daily prayers from 
our proceedings.
   In more local news, I was pleased to welcome 
the former Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt Rev James 
Jones KBE, to Ludlow last month for a service of 
thanksgiving  in  St  Laurence’s,  Ludlow  for 
Mortimer  Forest.  The Bishop had worked with 
the  Forestry  Commission  to  produce  an 
Independent  report  in  2012,  so  was  a  most 
relevant  speaker  for  what  was  a  very  positive 
service.
   I hope all readers have a restful Easter break 
over the longer weekend, and that people across 
the  country  embrace  the  sense  of  renewal  that 
Easter and the natural world at this time of year 
inspire.
Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP
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KINLET
BOOK YOUR
MOT WITH US
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Manufacturers and Installers of  Bespoke Hardwood Orangeries,   
Conservatories, Windows and Doors.  

www.atriumhereford.co.uk 

The Old Foundry, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3DA         Tel 01544 231769

sales@atriumhereford.co.uk 
HARDWOOD

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmhhhhh

A RATHER SPECIAL 
ARTIST

Chris  Smith  is  a  talented  artist 
with  an  extra  dash  of 
imagination.  If  you  visit  the 
Hobson’s Brewery tasting room, 
the  mural  of  the  brewing 
process along the bar wall is one 
of  her  works.  Something  well 
above the predictable normal.
   The  house  she  and  partner 
Nathan  share  with  daughters 
Nina  and  Merryn  reflects  both 
her work and artefacts collected 
from all over the world as they 
have travelled. It’s a fascinating 
effect  that  keeps  you  walking 
around  and  looking  at 
something new.

Is your staircase as interesting as 
this? Bet it’s not.

   She recently quit KPMG and 
set  up  as  an  artist,  as  well  as 

looking  after  the  children  and 
running a home.  She can work 
in a lot of media, but specialises 
in murals and large scale works. 
Like the tree in the the corner of 
one room, picking out one of the 
wall lights and dramatising the 
lighting effect.

Chris with baby Merryn and one 
very unusual family tree.

“It’s  ideal  for  a  personalised 
space  or  child’s  bedroom,”  she 
explains.  If  you don’t  have the 
ability to turn your child’s room 
into a magic place, here is a lady 
who can do it for you. And she’ll 
work within your budget.
   It doesn’t stop there. She will 
produce  a  personalised  canvas 
for  you,  of  children,  pets, 
partners  or  favourite  view. 
Totally flexible in her approach.
   Chris is  on 07977 296 335 or 
email clsartcontact@gmail.com

KINLET HALL 
WEDDING AND 

CRAFT FAIR
Kinlet  Hall  will  be  hosting  a 
number of local crafters as well 
as  wedding  specialists  on 
Sunday May 12th for a fair that 
should  interest  newly-engaged 
couples and a wider audience of 
people  who  support  local 
businesses. 
   The  Grade  1  listed  manor 
house, with its lovely reception 
rooms, will be open for viewing 
and  you  could  find  something 
special  to  buy  at  the  craft  fair, 
where  a  number  of  skilled 
crafters  and artists  will  display 
and sell their wares.

 As part of this event, there will 
be  a  café  in  the  old  house 
kitchen,  the  proceeds  of  which 
will  go  to  Rwanda  Aid.  This 
charity  has  for  10  years  been 
supporting  communities  in  the 
poorest  province  of  Rwanda,  a 
country that has been rebuilding 
itself since the genocide of 1994, 
twenty-five years ago. If you are 
interested  in  their  work,  there 
will  be  more  in  next  month’s 
edition,  or  you  can  go  to
www.rwanda-aid.org.
Robin McCarthy
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   The April Social Calendar                                                                                        Part One
’

’

–

’

Lacon Childe School Presents:
“TALES FROM THE BROTHERS GRIMM”

On April 3rd, 4th and 5th, in the School Hall.
Curtain Up at 7.30

Adults £6.00. Concessions £5.00, Family of Four £20.00
Book at the School Office or at the door on the night.

Another opportunity to experience the quality of presentation
the school’s students present under the direction of 

Head of Drama, Arthur Short. Prepare to be impressed.
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The April Social Calendar                                                                                   Part Two

’

on’t

’

’
’

…

EASTER WEEK
This is the most important week in the Christian year, when we 

remember the crucifixion of Christ and his resurrection.
It is fitting that the Benefice Diary on Page 21 lists in detail

the Church of England special events and services 
throughout the area.

And in response to a special request from Judy Reid,
on Page 19 we print the Roman Catholic church list of services.

In a troubled world where intolerance seems to be growing, 
let us respect the beliefs of all religions and seek peace.
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CLEOBURY SEAFOOD & FREEZER CENTRE
6 Newhouse Farm - Tenbury Road - Cleobury Mortimer

01299 271345
Ready Meals
We stock a wide range of ready meals, from the ordinary to the extra ordinary !
Plus a range of Vegetarian, Gluten Free and Vegan meals.

Mr Dave’s
Meat, Chicken, Prawn and Vegetarian Balti, Madras Curry
Mr Dave’s extra large naan, plain and garlic & coriander.

Fish
Cod, Haddock, Plaice fillets, Sea bass, Lemon sole, Cod Loins, Smoked Haddock.
Battered & breaded fish fillets. Young’s Jumbo Cod Fish Fingers.(Very Popular)
Seafood
Raw king Prawns, Squid, , whitebait, cooked tiger prawns, scallops, seafood cocktail.
Hot & Spicy Prawns, Breaded Cod & Plaice Goujons

New Fish Cakes Thai Style Cod & Prawn, Smoked Haddock, Mozzarella & Spring Onion,
Sea Bass, Cod, Lime & Ginger.
Fruit and Vegetables
Potato Products
Bannister Jacket Potatoes, Oven chips, Sweet Potato Fries Twister Fries, Hash Browns, Spicy Wedges

Chicken Products
Southern Fried Breaded Chicken Steaks, Breaded Chicken Goujons, Chicken Nuggets, Chicken
Bites.
Gateaux for all occasions
BENNETTS ICE CREAM

Opening Times   9am to 4.30pm Mon to Friday. Saturday 9am to 12
Visit our web site   www.cleoburyfreezercentre.co.uk

Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549725
169–171 Newtown Road, 
Malvern WR14 1PJ

01684 212361
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549836

Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212428
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 212339
Spring Lane South, 
Malvern WR14 1AT

01684 210530
Worcester Road, 
Kidderminster DY10 1JB

01562 549716

• NEW FORD CAR AND VAN SALES
• APPROVED USED CAR AND VAN SALES
• ALL MAKES SERVICING AND MOTS

• PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
• CONTRACT HIRE FOR BUSINESS
• CAR AND COMMERCIAL RENTALS

• SELF STORAGE FACILITIES
• MOTABILITY AGENTS

First choice for all your motoring needs

watch | like | tweet  

brookhire.co.uk
hillsford.co.uk

hillscontracts.co.uk
hillsselfstore.co.uk
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Mature, responsible and reliable lady
seeking gardening or domestic work,

in Cleobury Mortimer.
Reasonable rates charged.

Please phone Dena on
01299 272799

Mobile 07340 018 844
References can be supplied

Mary - A Retail Tale
Ever since Mary Quant and her peers came on the 
scene  I  have  always  loved  clothes.  Who  else 
remembers Ozzie Clarke et al? Car buying might 
leave me cold but shopping for clothes, shoes and 
bags – now you’re talking. (I’m so shallow.) This is 
made even more pleasurable living in Cleobury, 
thanks to Betty and Gill.  Monthly coach trips to 
Worcestershire in the summer and Telford in the 
winter enable me to indulge this passion. En route 
one can enjoy our stunning countryside much of 
which  remains  hidden  at  car  level.  Fellow 
passengers are great fun.  We laugh a lot and on 
arrival  there  are  no  worries  about  parking.  
Wonderful. 
   Years ago there were times when, wanting to 
browse  in  peace,  I  became  fed  up  with 
enthusiastic sales assistants. Be careful what you 
wish  for.  Nowadays,  there  can  be  a  complete 
dearth  of  assistance  in  some stores.  On  at  least 
three occasions recently, I have wanted to buy but 
struggled to  pay.  We are  all  aware  of  imminent 
store closures. Not wishing to add to the misery I 
will not use real names.  
   Let’s  take  Debaclehums for  instance.  On one 
shopping trip I am thrilled to find a garment I like 
at such a fantastically reduced price that I couldn’t 
possibly leave it  on the hanger.  I’ve already got 
one  in  that  colour  but  that’s  never  stopped  me 
before. I go to the nearest till. Nobody. I spot an 
assistant  but  she  is  deeply  involved  with  two 
other customers. I walk to find another till. In the 
end I walk the whole length of the floor, from top 
to bottom and from left to right. It dawns on me 
with incredulity that the assistant I saw is the only 
member of staff on the floor. The shop is quiet but 
even so. This is a department store. I return to the 
first till, its proximity to the only assistant giving 
me  hope.  I  wait  and  wait.  The  purchase  is  too 
good  a  bargain  to  dump  and  walk  away.  

Somebody  comes  through  a  staff  door  and  I 
manage to persuade her to take my money. She is 
keen to help but anxious and apologetic because 
she is now working in stock and has not been on a 
till  for  two years.  Another  customer  asks  if  the 
store still offers a fitting service. The reply is in the 
affirmative  but  the  customer  is  asked  to  come 
back another  day “because  we are  short  staffed 
today.” Where is  management? Abandoned ship 
along with leadership, apparently.   
   In a smaller shop, The Kaputs, I find a book that 
one  of  the  grandsons  would  love.  The  back  is 
covered in something sticky and it is the only one 
left. I spot an assistant stocking a shelf and ask if 
there is any chance of trying to wipe off the sticky.  
I expect to be fobbed off. Instead she smiles and 
asks if I would just give her a minute. When she 
returns the book is pristine. I am so pleased and I 
also  realise  so  starved  of  this  kind  of  excellent 
service that I am gushing thanks.  
   There  is  similar  excellent  service  in  a  large 
bookshop  whose  staff  always  impress  me  with 
their  extensive  knowledge  of  authors  and  their 
works.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  chat  with  them.  They 
trace a Swedish children’s author for me and we 
learn  that  his  books  are  currently  stuck  at 
Customs. Now there’s a turn up!
   Shopping is sociable.  The demise of the High 
Street is more than sad.  If we are now too busy to 
do  anything  but  click  there  is  something  amiss 
with  work/life  balance.  Images  of  Bots  to  Door 
delivery should be accompanied by tumbleweed 
whistling  through  deserted  streets  to  a  tinkling 
tune,  or  a  protest  song:  “Where  have  all  the 
people gone?”     
Sometime soon,  I  say to  Hubby,  there  will  be  a 
robot  who  can  do  everything  I  can  do.  He 
ruminates. “And then, I’ll be able to turn her off!” 
he says. “I’ve been born too soon.” He wails.
  Wait ‘till her circuitry goes awry.            Mary



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - April 201936

REGISTERED LICENCED FOOD PREMISES FOR HIRE OR TO RENT 

Situated in Hopton Wafers. 
Long or Short-Term Hire considered. 

Ideal for Caterers and Cookery Demonstrations etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well equipped Kitchen, Preparation Space, Washing and Storage Areas.  
Licensed Function Room if Required. 

 
For Enquiries call 07711 731 896 and speak to Chris 

 or email info@hoptoncourt.co.uk  
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MET AT THE MARKET
Claire  Nicklin’s  display  at  the 
March  Farmers’  Market  really 
caught the eye. A parade of tall, 
circular lamps with their shades 
in  a  range  of  designs  and 
colours,  lighting up a corner of 
the church. 
   This is Fox and Fettle, a range 
of designs printed on fabrics of 
all  kinds,  and more to come as 
she  experiments  with  different 
textures.
   Her  story  is  one  of  success 
born  of  determination.  She 
admits  that  her  original  art 
degree was not one that left her 
feeling  well  prepared  to  enter 
the  fiercely  competitive  textile 
industry.  But  she’s  one 
determined lady and went on to 
teach art for eight years, loving 
the  subject  but  getting  stressed 
coping  with  the  job  and  the 
added  burden  of  cancer 
treatment.  So  she  quit  the  job 
and  spent  three  months  just 
painting,  putting  down  ideas 
that came to mind.
   Not sure what to do, she sent 
five designs to The Silk Bureau 
in Evesham and they came back 
as printed fabrics. Breakthrough 
time  -  she  could  see  what  she 
where she wanted to  go in  the 
future.

Claire with the colourful wall of 
lamps that were catching the eye at 

the Farmers’ Market.
   The lamps she was showing 
are  just  an  attention  grabbing  
glimpse  at  what  she  can  offer. 
Her own range of designs and a 
huge range of colours available 
printed  locally  at  The  Silk 
Bureau  are  complemented  by 
the  different  fabrics  to  choose 
from -  close to 100!  Silk/cotton 
blends,  linens,  pure  silks  and 
cotton velvets. What’s next? we 
asked. “I’m looking at jersey for 
dresses - there’s a lot of interest 
in that area,” she says. “I’m keen 
to  develop  a  range  of 
wallpapers, too.”

   The demand for  quality  and 
individuality that takes you out 
of  the  bland  and  ordinary  will 
always  find  a  market,  and  as 
Claire  gets  around  the  wider 
Midlands  at  fairs  and  markets  
the more her business will grow. 
On these pages we cannot give 
even  a  hint  of  the  beauty  she 
produces.  Take  a  look  at 
www.foxandfettle.com  to  see 
some of the range in full colour. 

ART AT EASTERTIDE
Once again there will be an Art 
Exhibition at Rock Church over 
the  Easter  weekend.  Organised 
under the guidance of artist John 
Instance,  it  will  feature  more 
than  150  pictures  by  35  local 
artists, proof of the pool of talent 
in this area. You will also see a 
range of fine crafts presented.
   The doors will be open from 
12.00  to  4.30  on  Saturday  to 
Monday,  the  20th  to  22nd  and 
admission is free. Parking in the 
neighbouring  Village  Hall  is 
free,  disabled  parking  is 
provided in the churchyard and 
there  are  toilet  facilities  in  the 
church.  Home  made 
refreshments  will  naturally  be 
on sale.. 
   A lovely rural setting to visit, 
you won’t be disappointed.



Cleobury Clarion - Page  - April 201938

S. L. CARTER
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER AND 

DECORATOR

PLASTERING, TILING, COVING AND 
GLAZING

CLEOBURY MORTIMER

TEL: 01299 272868

MOBILE: 07815 483 029

KNOWLE SPORTS SALES
Tenbury Road, Clee Hill.

8.00 to11.00am
The First Saturday of 

Every Month

STILL WANTED: Good clean donations.
Collections: 01584 891249
Enquiries: 01584 890644

Seasoned Oak Logs For 
Sale

Free Local Delivery
Also Mixed and Softwood 

Available
Tel: 07976 895 267

01584 890 795
K Phillips & Son Groundwork

Piano tutor

School-aged or adult 
students, beginner or 
advanced. Based in Kinlet, 
but I can come to you. 
Some day and after-school 
spaces available.

Francis Engleheart

More Clarion Smalls

Washing Machine 
Repairs and Sales 

JULIAN BREAKWELL 
Telephone 07791 633 746 

Repairs to all makes, including 
Bosch, Hoover, Zanussi and 

Hotpoint 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FIXED LABOUR COST
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April in the Wyre Forest                                                            Linda Iles

It’s all happening in the forest this month. This 
would be true for a normal April, but this year 
spring started early and quite a  few seasonal 
milestones  are  being  turned  on  their  heads. 
There were reports  that  Swallows and House 
Martins were arriving in the southwest at the 
end  of  February.  I  hope  they  found  enough 
food – the insects they rely on may not have 
woken from their  winter  slumbers  in  time to 
breed  the  numbers  needed.  This  is  a  danger 
with climate hiccups and changes, which upset 
the patterns that the life cycles of wild creatures 
exploit.  The  example  that  springs  to  mind is 
that of Great Tits, which have been studied by 
Oxford  University  in  Wytham  Woods  since 
1947. I quote from the project’s website:
   ‘Once the chicks hatch,  parents  embark on 
what  is  perhaps  the  most  challenging  few 
weeks of their lives – in the space of two weeks 
they  will  transform  their  naked  and  blind 
chicks, weighing about 1 gram each, into fully-
formed birds capable of flight,  each weighing 
more than their parents! This is only possible 
because the parents time their breeding so that 
they have chicks in the nest when there are lots 
of  caterpillars  in  the  woods.  Although 
caterpillars are plentiful they are only available 
to the tit for a few weeks, and the timing of this 
caterpillar  peak  varies  greatly  between years. 
Timing  of  egg  laying  is  therefore  critical  –  if 
parents get it wrong, and lay too early or too 
late, they may not be able to find enough food 
to keep their brood alive.’
   I don’t know when the Swallows and House 
Martins will arrive at Uncllys but Great Tits are 
the  most  numerous  birds  in  our  garden  and 
probably  in  the  surrounding  woods.  They 

empty  our  (large)  sunflower  feeder  in  a 
morning but I suppose need the caterpillars to 
give their offspring a balanced diet.

   If the weather is anything near normal I shall 
be trying to spot the toads this month as they 
migrate  through  the  woods  to  spawn.  They 
walk rather than hop, and on a still  day you 
may  be  lucky  enough  to  track  them  by  the 
rustling of dead leaves as they make their way 
to their favourite pond or lake. They produce 
long strands of dark spawn (unlike the clumps 
of frogspawn) along the pond margins. When 
we  lived  at  the  end  of  Kidderminster  Road, 
Bewdley we often saw toads at all times of the 
year  but  they  dwindled,  presumably  as  the 
construction of the by-pass took its toll on the 
Spring Grove lakes.  Now that  we live  in  the 
Wyre  Forest  we  try  to  make  our  patch  as
hospitable as possible to all forms of wildlife 
and value the visits of Bufo bufo , hoping that it 
will  continue  to  help  itself  to  our  slug 
population.

 Linda Iles

IN AND AROUND ST MARY’S CHURCH 
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CLEOBURY MORTIMER PARISH HALL 
CHURCH STREET. 

——————————————- 
‘Flicks In The Sticks’  

7.30 Saturday April 13th, featuring 
“Finding Your Feet” 

Sandra Abbott leaves her unfaithful husband 
and seeks refuse with her socially active 

sister, who drags her along to a community 
dance class, where she finds romance. 

The star cast includes Timothy Spall, Joanna 
Lumley and Imelda Staunton 

Tickets: £4.00/£3.00  Family (I adult + 2 children) £8.00 
———————————————————- 

TO BOOK THE HALL, CALL 
JAN ON 01299 271070 

THE TOWN’S BEST VALUE VENUE
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HIS & HERS
Dog Grooming Parlour

All breeds and 
Cross breeds professionally 
Trimmed and Groomed

 J. A. Guest
Tel: 07790 796 027

Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

“Forest schools”

THE READING 
GROUP

Thirteen  of  us  met  to  discuss 
Stephen King's  novel  ‘Joyland‘ 
which  was  published  a  few 
years  ago.  Surprisingly  only 
three of us had ever read one of 
his novels- possibly because the 
horror genre is  not a favourite 
of the group.
   The  novel  is  written  in  the 
first  person  many  years  after 
the  events  that  occurred.  It  is 
the story of a 21 year old male 
student’s  summer  job  at  a 
Carolina  theme park at  a  time 
when  he  is  devastated  by  the 
ending of his first love. There is 
a history of a brutal murder in 
the  Joyland  House  of  Horror 
ride which allows King to bring 
in  a  few  elements  of  the 
supernatural  and  fortune 
telling.  However  much  of  the 
book is about the staff and way 
of  life  in  Joyland  where  the 
owner stresses they are there to 
'sell fun'. The narrator discovers 
he has a rare talent 'wearing the 
fur'-  dressing up as Howie the 
Hound. He also develops a very 
close  relationship  with  a  boy 
with a life shortening illness.
   Almost everyone enjoyed the 
book and agreed that King is a 
good storyteller. The 'smell' of 
the fair was very well conveyed 
and  the  'carny'  language  was 
enjoyed e.g a ride is  a 'chump 
hoister'.

Several  people would consider 
reading another of his books.
   Our  next  meeting  is  in  the 
library on April 15th, when we 
will mull over Anita Shreve’s ‘A 
Wedding in December’.
David Ogden

THE PIONEER 
REPORT

March was a wet month at The 
Pioneer  Centre.  Kids  from  the 
schools have enjoyed being here 
but  they  did  look  like  they 
jumped in the pond with their 
clothes on.  We cranked up the 
heating  to  make  sure  clothes 
were  dry  overnight  but  the 
Activity  staff  made  sure  that 
they had a super time anyway.
We also had a real treat at  the 
end  March.  Lea,  who  lives  on 
site, had her friend Isobel over 
to  play.  But  instead of  playing 
outside,  they  decided  to  do 
some  litter  picking  all  around 
the  site.  We  thought  that 
deserved an extra shout out to 
say “Thank you”!
  The  Kitchen  team has  been 

really  busy  this  month.  With 
more schools, youth groups and 
conferences attending, they are 
working their socks off to cater 
for  all  the  different  dietary 
requirements.  We also just had 
a  wedding  blessing  here.  The 
food  was  absolutely  amazing, 
they went  all  out  with a  three 
course meal  with a  big spread 
of  desserts  (most  important 

course) The cake was gorgeous, 
Chinese inspired as the bride is 
from there. The couple live in St 
Albans but thought the Centre 
was  the  best  venue  for  their 
family  that  live  all  around the 
country.
   Interviews have begun for the 
new intake of activity trainees. I 
have  only  met  a  few but  they 
look  like  a  fun  bunch.  On 
interviews they get to have a go 
on some of our activities to see 
if  they  like  what  we  do  here, 
and we get to see a bit of their 
personality. We look forward to 
meeting the best of the best in 
August,  which  will  be  here 
sooner than we think.     
Naomi

THE LENT LUNCHES
Thank you to the cooks, helpers 
and  customers  who  have 
supported  the  sociable 
fundraising  lunches  which 
continue  on  Thursdays  April 
4th and 11th.
   Everyone is  welcome to the 
Market Hall between 12.30 and 
2.00 for soup, bread and apple 
pie  with  Mawley  cream, 
proceeds to Christian Aid. 
   The charity  is  committed to 
ending  poverty  worldwide 
working  in  37  countries,  with 
people  of  all  faiths  and  none, 
standing  up  for  dignity, 
equality and justice.
Judy Sant
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DOMESTIC GODDESS HOME 
SERVICES

I will tackle any job with care and pride!
I specialise in general household chores and 

de-cluttering of homes. 
I am very reliable.

CRB checked - References available
Contact Julia anytime on
07867646574/01299 832297

E.PURSLOW & SON LTD 
Stone, Gravel, Cement Supplies 

Approved Coal Merchant 
Calor Gas Stockists 

Tarmacadam Specialists 
Car Parks and Driveways 

Constructed. 
TEL: 01299 270314

 

    
BLAST AWAY

Mobile Shot Soda Sandblasting
Prices from:

Car Wheel sand/blast only £10.00
Motorcycle Frame sand/blast £50 - £80

Classic Car Parts: Calipers £10.00 Rockers 
Covers, Springs, Shocks, Wishbones.

Patio Chair Sand Blast £15.00, Patio Table 
Sand Blast £30.00, Radiators Sand Blast £30.00, 

Oak Beams, Doors, RSJs.
Tel: 07951 329664, 01299 271280
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LACON CHILDE SCHOOL

     Lacon Childe School, Love Lane, Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 8PE        Tel. 01299 270312           email  admin@lacon childe.org.uk

the future begins here
Headteacher: Darren Reynolds

Professionally Trained Chimney Sweep
Fully Insured
Cer ficates Issued
Cowl Fi ng
Stove Servicing

  07519 873976   Sweepy.todd@gmail.com

Training Courses Upcoming:
Emergency First Aid at Work—22nd Jan 2019—£ 73.00 + vat

CIEH Foundation in Food Safety   25th Feb 2019—£ 70.00 + vat
Fire Marshall—12th Feb 2019 £65.00 + VAT

For more information on networking & courses please call the centre

Wellbeing in the Workplace Open Day
13th February 2019

Watch this space for more information

www.cleoburycountrycentre.com

Cleobury Country Centre, Love Lane, Cleobury Mor mer, DY14 8PE

COUNTRY SKILLS
CPCS/NPTC Approved—fully insured

Outside Renovation
Tree Surgery, Hard Landscaping
Slabbing and Fencing
Decking, Roofing
Contract Mowing

         Call for a free quotation

R. Price & Sons
Mobile: 07967 140720      Email: roger@countryskills.co.uk
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CLEOBURY W.I.
We  welcomed  Sian  Hawes  to 
our  March  meeting.  Members 
and visitors filled the room and 
there was no space to have mats 
on  the  floor  or  any  equipment 
for  this  ‘Practising  Pilates’ 
session.  Sian  was  not  deterred 
and  there  we  were,  joining  in 
the exercises sitting in our chairs 
and standing up. 
  Pilates  helps  to  improve 
breathing,  posture,  balance, 
flexibility  and  strengthens  core 
muscles;  this  gentle  form  of 
exercise  was  enjoyed  by 
everyone.  We  finished  the 
month  with  a  very  lively  and 
friendly  Coffee  Morning  at  the 
Larch Barn. 
   We  are  looking  forward  to 
next  month’s  meeting  when 
Robin  Conwy  will  speak  on 
‘Witnessing  a  Crime,  an 
interactive  presentation’. 
Visitors will be very welcome at 
the  Market  Hall  on  Tuesday 
April 9th, starting at 7.30 pm.
Gabby Franklin

SPORTS AND SOCIAL
CLUB

The Big Quiz of March 2018 saw 
The  Beast  from  The  East.  This 
year,  it  was  the  turn  of  Storm 
Freya, who did not deter a full 
house attending the Social Club 
to take part in the Big Quiz 2019 
on March 3rd, raising £377 for St 
Mary’s Youth Project. Thanks to 
all our sponsors of team prizes, 
to  those  who  donated  raffle 
prizes and to Quizmaster, Karen 
Gallagher.
   April sees the start of a new 
game-  Lucky  Numbers.  There 
are more prizes - seven winners 
each  month!  Draws  will  take 
place at the Committee Meeting, 
on  the  first  Thursday  of  each 

month. Visit  the Club for more 
information and to enter.
   Live  music  in  the  Club  on 
Friday, April  5th,  with Andrew 
Pearce,  a  solo  acoustic  artist 
playing  covers  from  the  70s 
onwards
  April  6th  sees  GKY  Dance 
holding a Casino night, starting 
at  7.00pm.  Tickets  are  £5  each 
and  available  from  Grace  on 
07939 638 637.
   To  start  the  Easter  school 
break,  there  will  be  a  Family 
Disco  on  Friday,  April  12th, 
from  6.00-8.00pm.  £2  entry 
includes Easter treat.
   On  April  13th,  CM  Rugby 
Club play Trentham, KO 2.15pm
   The  Easter  Bunny  visits  the 
Club  on  Good  Friday,  April 
19th,  when  there  will  be  an 
Easter Egg Hunt with activities 
and  Kids  Karaoke  afterwards. 
£3 entry includes Easter Egg. 
   On  April  23rd,  the  Stroke 
Support  Group  will  meet 
between  2.00-4.00pm.  This 
month,  a  Trauma  Paramedic 
will  be  giving  a  talk  on  their 
very valuable work, well worth 
coming along to listen.
   And  finally,  Saturday  April 
27th sees CM Cricket Club play 
their  first  home  game  of  the 
season, starting at 1.00pm.
   For more information, please 
contact  our  Bar  Manager,  Tony 
Barker-Newton on 01299 271448 
or via our Facebook Page.
Glenys Turpin

THE BREAKFAST 

CLUB
The Club met at the Golf Club in 
March  to  enjoy  an  impressive 
collection of pictures of African 
wild life, presented by Jonathan 
Fair.  He  spent  many  years  in 
South  Africa,  and  has  often 

stayed  on  the  Thornybush 
Reserve,  home  to  ten  game 
lodges  of  which  Jonathan’s 
brother  owns  two.  This  has 
given  him  the  chance  to  see 
some  of  Africa’s  iconic  wild 
animals at close quarters. 
   He took us through a typical 
day a visitor to a game reserve 
might  experience.  The  day 
would begin with a ‘game drive’ 
in  a  specially  built  four-wheel-
drive  vehicle.  With  luck  the 
drive will allow close-up views  
of  all  the  big  animals,  such  as 
lion,  leopard,  giraffe,  hippo, 
rhino  and  zebra,  and  some  of 
the smaller ones, too.
   This is followed by lunch and 
a  rest,  then  a  second  evening 
drive,  ending with a  camp fire 
and  barbecue.  It  looked  a 
wonderful  way  to  experience 
something  very  far  removed 
from a rainy day in Shropshire.
 J o n a t h a n ’ s  s p l e n d i d 
photographs were followed by a 
brief  AGM.  Angela  Drennan, 
who has for some months been 
acting  Chair,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  nobly  volunteered  to 
continue  doing  so.  We  are  all 
very much in her debt.
   The Breakfast Club next meets 
at the Talbot Hotel on 9 April to 
hear  Steve Wilson on ‘Cooking 
up  a  Life’  Those  wishing  to 
attend  should  contact  Angela 
Drennan  (270636)  to  book 
places.
Mark Baldwin

SILLY BITS 
  The first piece of luggage on the 
carousel never belongs to anyone. 
  George Roberts 
  If God had intended us to fly he 
would have made it easier to get to 
the airport. 
  Jonathan Winters
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Michael Coombes
Roofing & Building Maintenance.

Complete Re roofing, Roof repairs, Poin ng & Chimney repairs.
Slabbing & Brick work

Wall & Floor Tiling
Pain ng & Decora ng

Over 20 Years experience in the Cleobury area.

Call Michael on 07854 047413
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Freeview aerials fitted and distributed around the house. 
 

Freesat box, dish, and cable supplied and fitted. One off 
payment, No contract or subscription required. 

 

Extra points, Repairs, New fits, Set ups, Multi room. 
 
 

 

All work is carried out by a Local, fully qualified and 
insured installer. 

 
 

 

01299 270007 or 07970 675728 

Steve Todd  -  Back On The Buses

Just  a  quick  update  on  the  292 
situation.  No  firm  news  yet  on 
any  developments  although  the 
tightness  of  the  schedule  time  is 
still  an  issue.  On the  occasions  I 
have seen the 292 going through 
Cleobury, it has been more or less 
on time but I gather they are going 
to  lose  their  best  driver  so  this 
may change. Some work has been 
done  (although  not  by  the 
Council)  on  revisions  to  the  292 
schedule but it looks very difficult 
to solve the timing problem if only 
one bus is being used. One option 
would  be  to  use  two  buses  and 
run  an  hourly  service  but  don't 
hold your breath... It appears that 
Shropshire  Council  are  having 
great difficulty finding intelligent 
life within Worcestershire Council 
in  order  to  discuss  the  contract. 
The Diamond-run college  service 
is  still  prone  to  breakdowns and 
delays  although  other  routes 
including the 125 are now served 
by spanking new buses. As the 2A 
service has been cancelled and the 
Habberley  route  is  now  being 
covered  by  the  Community  Bus 
service,  this  has  pushed  more 
passengers  on  to  the  remaining 
Bewdley  to  Kiddy  services 
including the 292.  As the current 
contract only runs until June, time 
is  running  short  and  efforts  are 
still  being made to identify other 
possible operators.
   An organisation called Transport 
Focus  has  recently  completed  a 
comprehensive  (approximately 
50,000 people) survey of bus users 

in  England  and  Scotland.  The 
results  for  England  make 
interesting  reading  and 
Wo r c e s t e r s h i r e  f e a t u r e s 
prominently  (but  not  in  a  good 
way)  The  first  set  of  results  are 
based on 26 Local Authority areas 
with  Worcestershire  as  one.  The 
scores are a combination of 'very 
Satisfied'  and  'Satisfied'  and  are 
listed  under  several  headings 
starting  with  Overall  Satisfaction 
ratings.  Under  this  heading, 
Worcestershire  comes  last  with  a 
score of 75%, the best being 95%. 
Don't  worry,  it  gets  worse...The 
next heading is  Value for Money 
and  Worcs  comes  bottom  again 
with  44%,  the  best  being  72%. 
Next  comes Punctuality  and yes, 
bottom again, with a score of 60%, 
the  best  being  83%.  The  last 
category in this section is Journey 
Time and here things improve as 
Worcs  soars  to....equal  bottom! 
with  a  score  of  79%  compared 
with a best of 92%. 
   The second section is an analysis 
of  individual  operators  and  this 
consists of 5 National and 68 local 
companies.  Diamond Buses  have 
two entries – West Midlands and 
Worcestershire  and  we  will 
concentrate  on  the  latter.  The 
headings  are  the  same  as  before 
and the same scoring criteria  are 
used.  Starting  with  Overall 
Satisfaction,  dear  old  Diamond 
comes...bottom  with  a  score  of 
60% compared with a best of 96%. 
As  a  matter  of  interest,  the  next 
lowest score in this category was 

78%...  Moving  to  Value  For 
Money,  things  don't  improve. 
Bottom again with a score of 35%, 
the  best  being  85%.  Once  again, 
Diamond shine (no pun intended) 
being  the  only  operator  with  a 
score  of  less  than  40%. 
Punctuality?,  yes  you guessed it, 
bottom  with  a  score  of  49%,  the 
best  being  87%.  In  the  Journey 
Time category, there was a better 
result  with  a  figure  of  76%. 
Unfortunately,  everyone  else 
scored  more  so  Diamond  were 
still  bottom...  The only thing you 
can  really  say  in  their  favour  is 
that they are at least consistent.
   One other section listed scores 
for  particular  aspects  of  the 
operators  performance  and  it  is 
interesting to note that the areas of 
greatest  dissatisfaction with  your 
favourite  bus  operator  were  … 
Condition  and  cleanliness  of 
vehicles  and  driver  attitude!  We 
could  have  told  them  that  ages 
ago.  If  you  want  to  look  at  the 
survey yourselves, it can be found 
online at:
h t t p s : / /
www.transportfocus.org.uk
   I  did  look  on  the  Diamond 
website but, oddly, could find no 
reference  to  the  survey.  Nothing 
on their Twitter site either, as this 
seems  to  consist  largely  of 
apologies  for  non  running 
services…

Steve Todd
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Love to Learn – Learn to Love 

 Outdoor play areas     •  Small family atmosphere 

 Kind – Inspire – Nurturing – Learning – Eco-friendly -Teamwork 
www.kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk  admin@kinlet.shropshire.sch.uk 

Telephone: 01299 841210 
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CONGRATULATIONS
To  everyone  at  Lacon  Childe 
School who was involved in the 
Rednose  Day  fund  raising 
events. The result was a handy 
£784.39 raised as a contribution 
to  that  great  national  effort  to 
help people in need all over the 
world.
   We  shouldn’t  overlook  the 
contribution  the  teaching  staff 
make to efforts like this, talking 
about  the  event  and 
encouraging children,  both shy 
and confident, to make an extra 
effort. Special thanks to them.

CATHERTON AND 
WILDLIFE NEWS

One of our Shropshire Wildlife 
Trust  Volunteer  Wardens  for 
Catherton  Common  reported 
the  first  Curlew  arriving  back 
on 19th Feb this year. This is a 
whole week earlier than she can 
ever  recall!  Just  the  one  so  far 
but  we  must  remain  hopeful. 
The frogspawn also appeared in 
our ponds (and unfortunately in 
some  very  small  puddles!) 
again a week early, so the signs 
are there for an early spring.
  We  need  dog  walkers  to 
observe  the  legal  restrictions 
and keep their  dogs  on a  lead 
and be vigilant if Curlews are to 
survive  in  this  area.  The 
Skylarks and Stonechats too are 
very busy and vocal at this early 
stage,  these  are  also  ground 
nesting birds easily disturbed if 
dogs are quartering the ground 
off the lead.
  Unfortunately  the  success  of 
nesting curlew on the common 
has  declined  hugely  in  recent 
years. This reflects a nationwide 
decline in the species but is also 
partly  due  to  the  increasing 
numbers  of  people,  dogs  and 
predators  forced  onto  smaller 

and  smaller  areas  of  green 
space.  To  find  out  more  about 
how  you  can  help  curlews 
locally  visit  the  ‘Curlew 
Country’ website.
  In order to protect our ground 
nesting  birds  and  avoid  any 
disturbance  please  act 
responsibly:-
  Do  not  let  dogs  off  the  lead 
roaming  across  the  common 
between 1st March and 31st July.
  Reduce to a minimum driving 
vehicles  off-road  onto  the 
common,  do  not  take  vehicles 
where you do not have a right 
of access.
  Keep to rights of way and well 
worn paths as much as possible 
when you access the common.
Clive  Dean  –  SWT  Reserves 
Officer South

PRIMARY EGG HUNT
Cleobury  Mortimer  Primary 
School will be holding an Easter 
trail again this year! Come join 
us at the Market Hall on April 
13th from 12.00 until 2.00 pm.
   We will be hunting for Peter 
Rabbit  and  friends  along  the 
High Street. If you can find all 
of  the characters you will  earn 
your very own chocolate Easter 
egg,  donated  by  local 
businesses. 
   The  trail  will  be  £2.50  per 
child,  and  there  will  be  tea, 
coffee  and  cake  stalls  for  you 
grown ups. All proceeds will go 
towards the school book drive.
Caroline Harris

LEARN FROM THE 
YOUNG

I was very flattered when Sarita 
at the Ever After Nursery asked 
if  I  would  read  a  story  to  the 
children  on  March  7th,  which 
was  World  Book  Day.  Ever  a 
sucker  where  children  are 
concerned, I agreed.

   But I wanted to write my own 
story,  which  Sarita  said  would 
be fine by them. I sat down and 
wrote  a  rhyming  story  about 
Clever  Trevor,  the  Tall  Tree.  I 
used to make up rhymes for my 
sons  many  years  ago,  so  it 
wasn’t too demanding to come 
up with a few lines. But would 
it  be  interesting  for  young 
children? I decided to ask Ava, 
my six year old grand daughter.
   She listened closely as I read 
it, thought for a little while and 
said: “I think you should have a 
‘Once  upon  a  time’  in  there, 
Grandad.”  You  don’t  ask  for 
professional  advice  and  ignore 
it,  so that standard phrase that 
has stood the test of much time 
went in. 
  On World Book Day one rather 
nervous Grandad stood in front 
of  well  behaved  children  and 
read his story. It earned a round 
of applause - very polite of the 
children to be so encouraging - 
and  I  went  home  happy.  And 
with the highest regard for the 
carers at the nursery who keep 
such good order  with  a  gentle 
touch.

FRIENDS OF SAINT 
MARY’S CHURCH

At  the  March  Annual  General 
Meeting,  treasurer  Heather 
Kippin  reported  a  successful 
year of fund raising. A total of 
£6353.62 was achieved,  to help 
with  the  restoration  and 
preservation  of  the  church 
fabric.
   A new heating system is the 
subject  of  quotations  and 
church warden Elizabeth Smith 
estimated this  would be in the 
region  of  £80,000.  This  would 
include a new boiler and using 
the existing pipework and floor 
vents .
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THE NIGHTINGALE 
NURSING FUND

Ladies in charge. Rosemary Abbiss 
(left) and Debbie Brown.

The Nightingale Nursing Fund 
has  been  a  vital  part  of  the 
support  structure  of  this 
community for something like 
20  years.  Don’t  ask  them  too 
much  about  the  history, 
because this band of volunteers  
are  too  busy  thinking  about 
today and tomorrow.
   Rosemary  Abbiss  can 
remember  when  they  started, 
with the idea that funds should 
be raised to provide care when 
the established District Nurses 
couldn’t  cope.  “The  Charities 
Commission  said  we  had  to 
raise  £15,000  before  we  could 
start  operating.  We  did  it 
within weeks.”
   Raising that much money 20 
years  ago  for  an  unknown 
body, even one with the best of 
intentions,  was  quite  a  feat. 
And  they’ve  been  providing 
back-up and special  care  ever 
since.  There  are  no  special 
fundraisers within the body of 
volunteers, but Nightingale has 
such a good name that a wide 
range of event organisers work 
to keep them financially afloat.

   They provide care across the 
board  when  people  need  it. 
Like  the  very  first  case  they 
dealt with, a lady nursing her 
sick husband who slipped and 
broke her  ankle,  which meant 
her going into hospital to have 
the  injury  plated.  Nightingale 
brought in care to look after the 
man.
   They will  put  care  into the 
patient’s home to help a family, 
calling on C M Bespoke Care, 
their first choice as a source of 
nursing help with a caring staff 
of 20, plus other agencies in the 
area. In a recent case, a man in 
hospital  and nearing  his  life’s 
end wanted to be at home with 
his  family.  It  took  a  lot  of 
persuading for  the hospital  to 
agree  to  his  transfer,  them  
rightly  being  very  careful 
about  proper  care  being 
available.
   Rosemary assured them that 
good  care  would  be  laid  on 
and  the  man  came  home  to 
spend his final hours with his 
family. Rosemary again: “They 
even called when he was home 
to  make sure  we  had all  the 
care he needed.” The difference 
that made to both patient and 
family can only be understood 
by  people  who’ve  been  there 
and done it.
   This care is available at very 
short  notice,  because  serious 
illness  does  not  always  arrive 
at a convenient time. So there’s 
what most people would call a 
24/7 telephone service, even if 
they don’t advertise it.
  Co-operation  with  other 
caring bodies is a vital element 
in their work and they get a lot 
of  referrals  from  Cleobury 
Caring Community, or CoCo as 
most people call it.
   Money is a permanent matter 
of  concern,  with  the  annual 

turnover  of  payments  ranging 
from a modest £3,000 in a quiet 
year to £14,000 in recent time. 
Looking  after  that  side  is  the 
third  member  of  the  central 
team,  treasurer  Gill  Shorter, 
who  keeps  a  firm  eye  on  the 
finances.  All  of  that  coming 
from  people  working  to  help 
them, and every penny raised 
going  to  pay  nurses  to  help 
those  in  need.  When  we  call 
these  people  volunteers,  we 
mean  that  they  work  without 
any payment at all - that is for 
the  professional  nurses  and 
carers they call in. If you put a 
donation, no matter how large 
or small, into one of their tubs 
that you’ll find in many shops 
and pubs in the area, you can 
rest  assured  it  will  get  to 
people who need help.
   How do they see the future, 
with more demands upon such 
voluntary bodies as this when 
cutbacks  grow? Debbie Brown, 
a  medical  service  professional 
as  well  as  Chair  of  the  Town 
Council,  has  no  doubt  about 
what  they  have  to  do:  “The 
more people use us,  the more 
we’ll  have  to  improve  our 
service.”
   No wonder  they’re  held  in 
such high regard.
   Contact Nightingale on:
www.nnfund.co.uk
or 01746 718451.

SILLY BITS 
  I have kleptomania, but when it 
gets bad I take something for it. 
   Robert Benchley 
   Home cooking. Where many a 
man thinks his wife is. 
   Jimmy Durante. 
   Hollywood must be the only place 
on earth where you can be fired by 
a man wearing a Hawaiian shirt 
and a baseball cap. 
   Steve Martin 
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COLLECTED AT THE 
CRAFT FAIR

Having given the Craft Fair that  
graces the Market Hall on every 
Farmers Market day a plug, we 
felt it only right to look in and 
find  out  about  some  of  the 
people who support that event.

THE SKILLIPIGS
These  friendly  little  animals 
made their public debut for last 
Christmas  and  have  been 
making friends ever since. They 
are the creation of Dick Skilton, 
long  retired  from  the  headship 
at Kinlet C of E school and now 
doing the markets and fair with 
his  wife  Barbara,  shopping  off 
his  considerable  artistic  skills 
and  printing  ability  too. 
Everything they offer is printed 
at  home;  nothing is  outsourced 
to another company.

Dick Skilton, the man behind a new 
breed of novelty animal. 

   Skillipigs look remarkably like 
hedgehogs in a variety of fancy 
outfits,  wearing big  smiles  and 
generating  a  feeling  of 
happiness with their appeal. Not 
a  brand that’s  going to  get  TV 
advertising, they’re strictly local 
folk  and you can  find  them in 

local  shops  and  at  Cleobury’s 
Craft Fair. 

Well, you’d trust such a friendly 
little nurse as this, wouldn’t you?

   Dick also has a busy service 
offering  finely  detailed 
drawings  of  notable  local 
houses,  used  in  adverts,  letter 
headings,  even  wedding 
invitations.  He  also  does 
personal  commission work and 
I’ll  admit  that  there’s  an 
example  of  that  work  on  the 
wall  of  my  apartment,  painted 
for my late wife’s retirement.
   Meet Dick and Barbara at the 
Craft  Fair,  look at  his  work on 
www.skiltonsartwork.com,  or 
e m a i l  t h e m  a t 
skiltonsartwork@gmail.com
   While we’re on the subject of 
the Craft Fair, we must tell you 
about Marion Wilson’s excellent 
Orange Marmalade.  We bought 
a jar of her last batch and were 
pleased  to  see  the  ingredients 
simply  listed  as  “Sugar  and 
Prepared  Oranges”.  Such  a 
change from the more common 
list of chemicals that makes you 
wonder if the stuff came from a 
test  tube  factory.  Marion’s 
version tastes as good as the list 
of  contents  suggests.  Highly 

recommended and at £1.80 for a 
large jar, great value.               JR

DODDINGTON NEWS
Following  the  success  of  our 
Burns Lunch, we are holding a 
St George’s Day Lunch with an 
English  theme  on  27th  April  at 
12noon  in  Doddington  Village 
Hall.  Entertainment  includes 
English  country  dancing,  with 
an  opportunity  to  join  in, 
singing  and  dramatic  readings, 
and  food  will  be  typically 
English  (bring  your  own 
drinks).  Tickets  £7  available 
from church members, Celia on 
0 1 5 8 4  3 1 8 0 3 6  o r 
eandcgibb@gmail.com;  let  us 
know any special diet when you 
book your tickets. And book 18th

May in your diaries for a Quiz 
Evening.                      Celia Gibb

TALBOT DONATION
The  Talbot  were  able  to  hand 
over the £500 we raised in our 
Christmas  raffle  to  the  men  at 
the fire station. We would like to 
send  a  huge  thank  you  to 
everyone who bought tickets to 
allow  us  to  raise  this  fabulous 
amount.  This  was  all  made 
possible again by the generosity 
of  Mrs  Yvonne  Walton  who 
kindly donated the prizes.
   This just goes a little way to 
thank  the  fire  brigade  for  the 
amazing  job  they  do  for  us  in 
the  community.  Many  thanks 
again to all who took part.
   We will be holding an Easter 
Raffle at the Talbot. Call in and 
buy your tickets - you have to be 
in it to win it!              Val Wilson

SILLY BIT 
 Wood burns faster when you have to 

cut and chop it yourself. 
   Harrison Ford 
   If life was fair, Elvis would still be 
alive today and all the impersonators 
would be dead. 
   Johnny Carson 
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Boiler servicing and landlords’ certificates
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PLASTIC NOT SO 
FANTASTIC

Tip Number 10
However hard we try, it is very 
difficult  to  avoid  plastic 
completely.  Plastic  packaging  is 
everywhere.  Looking  at  the 
recycling  bins  here  in  Cleobury 
Mortimer  we  are  very  good  at 
recycling our plastic waste. But a 
reader  recently  contacted  us  to 
tell  us  about  an  alternative  - 
making Ecobricks.
   Recipe  to  make  your  own 
Ecobrick: 1. Take a used plastic 
bottle 2. Clean and dry it. 3. Stuff 
it  full  with other clean and dry 
used  plastic  (bags,  wrappers, 
labels,  anything  you  can  get 
through the bottleneck)
   Once  packed  solid  (with  a 
minimum  density  of  0.33g/ml) 
ecobricks can then be connected 
together  and  then  used  as 
building  blocks  to  make  really 
useful  things:  furniture,  garden 
structures,  walls  and  even  full-
scale  buildings!  Making 
something valuable out of waste. 
You can join a whole network of 
Ecobrickers  and  see  how 
Ecobricks  are  being  used  in 
different ways around the world- 
See ecobricks.org.
   The Cleobury Mortimer Plastic 
Reduction Group have all started 
Ecobricking  and  would  like 
others  to  join  in.  Please  let  us 
know how you get on and your 
ideas  of  what  we  could  build, 
individually  or  together.  Get 
Ecobricking  now  and  we  will 
give you details of what you can 
do with your finished Ecobricks 
soon.
   Please contact us about this or 
any other ideas of how to reduce 
our  single  use  plastic  usage  in 
2019 and beyond; we would love 
to hear from you.  Plastic:Not So 
Fantastic  will  promote  tips  you 

send us.  You can contact  us  by 
e m a i l : 
Neil.tysall@cleobury.org.uk

A CARDBOARD 
CARNIVAL

We must admit, Shindig are not 
frightened  to  break  away  from 
the conventional when it  comes 
to evenings at Clows Top Victory 
Hall. On May 10th, they present 
the  Lempen  Puppet  Theatre 
Company’s ‘Cardboard Carnival’ 
with the promise of “Carnival of 
the  Animals  -  but  not  as  we 
know  it.  A cardboard  treat  for 
everyone from 4 to 104.”
   Tickets are £10 standard and £5 
for  Under  12s.  Obtainable  from 
Rachel on 07788 604 542 or Roger 
on  07870  522  567.  In  the  usual 
civilised Victory Hall style, there 
will be a licensed bar.

AND NIGEL 
CALDICOTT REPORTS 

AN EARLIER EVENT 
AT CLOWS TOP

Clows Top Victory Hall provided 
the  venue  for  The  Nordic 
Fiddlers  Bloc  to  provide  their 
near  capacity  audience  with  a 
really memorable demonstration 
of  their  remarkable  fiddling 
skills and musical expertise.      
   Hailing from Norway, Sweden 
and  the  Shetland  Isles,  the  trio 
entertained  the  large  audience 
with  examples  of  traditional 
fiddle  music  from  their 
homelands and further afield .
   Olav  Mjelva  from  Norway 
played  the  Octave  and 
Hardanger  Fiddles  whilst 
Anders  Hall  from  Sweden 
performed  using  Fiddle  and 
Viola and Kevin Henderson from 
Shetland played the Fiddle.
   Their performance was made 
without  any  sound  enhancing 

equipment, harmonious and well 
matched.  The  Chairman  of 
Clows  Top  Victory  Hall,  Roger 
Dyer,  said  “Everyone  here 
tonight  has  enjoyed  a  truly 
wonderful  performance,  so 
much so that we will certainly be 
looking forward to inviting The 
Fiddlers Bloc back to Clows Top 
at some time in the next year.”  
Nigel Caldicott

LOTTERY SUPPORT 
FOR STOTTESDON’S 

CHURCH
Stottesdon’s ancient Saint Mary’s 
Church  has  been  awarded  a 
grant  by  the  Heritage  Fund  to 
help  develop  a  heritage  project 
in  the  village.  The  church  has 
been  at  the  centre  of  the 
community  for  around  1,000 
years  and  will  naturally  be  a 
major  feature  in  the  plan.  It  is 
one  of  only  21  churches  in 
Shropshire  listed  in  the 
Domesday Book.
   Repairs  to  the  fabric  of  the 
building  as  well  as  improved 
heating and lighting to enhance 
outstanding  features  like  the 
Norman  font  and  Saxon 
tympanum will be carried out, to 
help  make  the  church  more 
easily used for services as well as 
social events like concerts.
   Volunteers  will  be  trained to 
use archives and manuscripts to 
help  create  visitor  guides  and 
other  media  to  explain  the 
importance  of  the  church.  It  all 
means a new lease of life for one 
of  the  outstanding  buildings  in 
the area.

SILLY BITS 
  Kill one man and you’re a murderer, 
kill a million and you’re a conqueror. 
  Jean Rostand 
  THe weatherman is the only person I 
know who can be wrong 99.9% of the 
time and still have a job the next day. 
   Johnny Carson
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Clarion Clippings  -  The Local News

GOODBYE TO AN OLD FRIEND
After 39 years as Caretaker and Estates Manager at 
Lacon  Childe  School,  Don  Carter  has  retired. 
During his prestigious reign he saw many changes, 
from a two site 'traditional' school to the modern 
institution  it  is  now,  as  well  as  the  Sports  2000 
project which saw the introduction of the extensive 
sporting  facilities  including  additional  playing 
fields, an astroturf pitch, netball courts and cricket 
nets.
In modern schools each and every member of staff 
is key to its success, and a good caretaker plays an 
essential role in this. Much of their work is unseen, 
starting  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  and 
continuing until late in the evening when everyone 
else has gone home. They have a thousand and one 
jobs  to  do  to  ensure  the  school  is  safe  for  both 
children  and  staff,  that  it  is  clean,  warm and of 
course secure. On top of doing all of these jobs Don 
was always looking for ways to improve on things, 
to get the small details right. A key part of his job 
was to manage teams of other staff, including the 
team of cleaners; of which his wife Rita was one for 
a significant period. He always managed to get the 
best  out  of  his  colleagues,  to  ensure  the  school 
always looked the best that it could be, as well as 
remaining happily married!
   The school,  students  and staff  have benefitted 
from Don's love for his local community. To him, 
working at the school was more than just a job… as 
he has always wanted the very best for the school. 
When there  were  special  events  on,  for  example 
Speech Day and the Bike Show, himself and long 
term work partner (since 1987) Colin Davis, always 
worked hard to ensure the school would be seen in 
the best possible light. In preparation for the Bike 

Show in early September every year, as soon as the 
school  day  ended  on  the  Friday  afternoon,  the 
dynamic  duo  of  Don  and  Colin  would  begin 
working on their plan to get the school ready for 
an  influx  of  over  50  motorbikes,  and  several 
thousand visitors over the weekend. No detail ever 
seemed too small.
   In the days when Don was a part time retained 
fire fighter, he was ready at a moment’s notice to 
drop everything to get to the fire station as quickly 
as possible and go out on a call to help others, yet 
knowing when the 'shout' was over he would have 
to return to school to finish his work. At Lacon, we 
have been grateful for his knowledge and skills in 
this area, as there have been at least two fires he 
had to deal with; a serious one when a fire caused 
extensive damage to one of the science labs, and a 
smaller incident when a boiler caught fire.
   Don has enormous charm, a lovely manner and a 
great sense of humour, which enabled him to build 
relationships  very  easily,  with  students  and  staff 
alike. In his younger days, in the 1980's Don was 
also a keen member of the staff football team. He 
could slip into almost  any position but  probably 
preferred to emulate one of his Spurs heroes, Dave 
Mackay, as a hard tackling midfielder!
   So Mr Carter… Lacon Childe School, its students, 
parents,  staff  and  governors  (past  and  present), 
and  the  whole  community,  wish  to  express  our 
admiration  and  say  a  huge  thank  you  for  the 
enormous  contribution  you  have  made  to  Lacon 
Childe School during the past 39 years. You are a 
special person, a true Lacon Legend, and you are 
greatly missed.
Rachel Croxton-Broome
Deputy Headteacher
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www.kimstanley.co.uk
0 1 299 27 1 800

07905 766729Physio:Emme  Prac oner

Ultra Sound
Acupuncture

Physiotherapy

Waxing

and more

Nail Care
Skin Care
Electrolysis

Sharp
Jill

Chartered Physiotherapist.
BSc(Hons),MCSP,SRP
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The Town Council Report

The Town Council have been very busy during the last month, first of all Co Opting a new 
Councillor  bring  our  numbers  back  up  to  nine,  where  we  should  be.  We  welcome 
Councillor Liam Roberts, who will add value as he is young and can represent youth on the 
Council.
   We have had a lot of comments on how the traffic flowed so well while the new crossing, 
which we are grateful  for,  was being constructed.  As a  result,  we are looking at  traffic 
management through the town at our April 1st meeting, covering the issues outside the new 
nursing home and High Street from the Tenbury, Childe Road crossroads.
   We have had a meeting with Shropshire Officials and a resident at the Newbridge corner, 
due to the speed at which vehicles enter the Town at the bottom end and are working to 
provide some traffic management, flashing slow down warning sign and hopefully moving 
the speed restrictions. We have started the process now and will keep pushing.
   Another meeting with Highways was held to address a flooding and drainage issue in 
College Close, a dropped kerb and disabled bay outside the Parish Hall and re-marking the 
others in the Town, the state of the steps at the top of the Talbot car park, markings and the 
road throughout the Town and also the Talbot car park. All of these we vigorously chase 
constantly with Shropshire Council.
   The Councillors, parents and children met at the site of the new Bike Trail for the kids to 
ride their bikes around safely, where we worked really hard clearing the brush, thinning the 
trees and digging out tree stumps - hard work! We still have some work to do down there 
so please contact the council office if you and your children would like to donate a few 
hours and help.
   We have given the go ahead to have the wildflower meadow put in at the Skate Park, 
which should provide a colourful display with poppies and other wild flowers and will 
exclude dogs from going on. This brings us onto the twenty-metre square dog training area 
we have agreed to get done, which we will be working on over the coming weeks, to give 
dog owners a safe and secure area for training and letting their dogs off. Again, please clear 
up your dog mess as it is still bad around town, and report anyone not doing so.
   The play area is being looked at now with quotes ranging from £50,000 to £70,000 to 
refurbish and is a main focus to get done. We have also not given up with the adult gym 
equipment after our application for funding was rejected; we are looking at other ways to 
fund that project.
   The Neighbourhood Plan is moving on with lots of hours spent gaining data and putting 
together plans for the future as to what we actually want from future developers.
   We  must  congratulate  the  Primary  School  for  their  big  moves  forward  to  become 
Dementia friendly and the work they are doing. Also, the workshops we run to become a 
Dementia Friendly Town, involving the local businesses.
Matt Sheehan

Town Clerk
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Collect the Clarion in Cleobury from: Select and Save Grocery, Butler’s Store, Cleobury Cafe, The Severn 
Hospice Shop, Mid Counties Co-op, Carrot Tops, Purslows, The Library and Simply Fresh. Out in Cleobury 
Country at: Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;  Clee Hill Stores; The Village Store, Cleobury North; Clows 
Top Stores; The Sun and Slipper, Mamble; Hopton Bank Service Station; Bennetts End Inn, Knowbury; 
Ludlow Library; Mawley Oak Garage; The Colliers Cafe & Shop, Rock; The Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon; 
The Duck Inn, Chorley; The Live and Let Live, Neen Sollars; The Eagle and Serpent, Kinlet; Parker Motors, 
Ditton Priors.
Copies are also available from the Parish Churches in: Cleobury Mortimer, Bayton, Doddington, Hopton 
Wafers, Milson, Neen Savage and Neen Sollars.
Missed your Clarion? Cleobury Mortimer Library keeps the current month’s copy on file and all back 
issues are available to read as pdfs from www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk.

THE DEADLINE FOR THE MAY ISSUE IS APRIL 22nd
Editor and Advertising Sales: Jim Reynolds, 4 Childe Road, Cleobury Mortimer, Shropshire 

DY14 8PA. Telephone: 01299 270642 Mobile: 07410 977 212
E-Mail: editor@cleoburyclarion.co.uk  or uncle.jim@icloud.com

The Clarion On The Web: www.cleoburyclarion.co.uk
Printed by Glint Print of Much Wenlock. Telephone 07809 228 2578

Community Contacts for Clarion Readers

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR Theresa Ray 07703 965 064 theresa.25016@hotmail.co.uk

CLEOBURY COUNTRY CENTRE 01299 272300 In Love Lane, 9 to 5 Mon to Fri.

CITIZENS ADVICE 08444 991100 Advisors on line 10.00 to 4.00

CLEOBURY CARERS Wendy Duley 01299 270562

CLEOBURY COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITIES Katja Ward 01299 270018 10.00 to 12.00 Weds

CLEOBURY MORTIMER LIBRARY  01299 272301 Open 9 to 5  Monday to Friday  and 10 to 12 Saturday

LOCAL POLICE Constable Anne 
O’Leary

ann.oleary@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

CLEOBURY MORTIMER GUIDES Dorothy McBride 07761 976610

CLEOBURY MORTIMER SCOUTS Iain Smith 01299 271809

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111 Free Police contact. Talk in confidence, to report any 
crime.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 0800 783 1359 Women’s Aid, 24 Hour support:

HOME FROM HOSPITAL 01584 878046 Help over the first weeks back home from Age UK

MARKET HALL Ali Sheffield 07752 542 853 markethall@cleobury.org.uk

MEDICAL CENTRE 01299 270209 Out of surgery hours, use the Shrop Doc Service. 

SHROP DOC 0333 222 6655 Service available evenings and weekends

THE PHARMACY 01299 270219 Closes for half day on Saturday. Delivers prescriptions

NEWLIFE CHURCH Pastor E Stirrup 01562 630595 Sunday services at 10.30

NIGHTINGALE NURSING FUND Rosemary Abbiss 01746 718451

TOWN COUNCIL Clerk Matthew 
Sheehan

01299 271154 Cleobury Country Centre   9 to 2 pm, weekdays. 
www.cleobury.org.uk. Council meets in the Centre on the 
first Monday of the month

POST OFFICE 01299 270211 In the Spar Grocery Store, Church Street

SAINT MARY’S YOUTH PROJECT Mark Greaves 07828 116810 mark.stmarys@live.co.uk

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL 0345 678 9000

SOUTH SHROPSHIRE YOUTH FORUM richard@ssyf.net.

VOLUNTARY CAR SCHEME 01299 666119 for bookings

WASTE DISPOSAL 0345 678 9007 The contractor is Veolia

WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES Severn Trent 0800 783 4444
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UPVC Fascias & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors & 

Conservatories
General Home Improvements

Free No Obligation quote.  FENSA registered company with years of experience

Re roofing & general building 
work
Replacement Glass
Patio Jet Washing

Call Mike on: 01886 812250 or mobile: 07814 577739
Www.skellernsdoorsandwindows.co.uk
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Your local specialist supplier of 
InsulaƟon, Timber, Plywood and all    

Building Materials 

THOMPSON & PARKES
Opening Hours

Monday to Friday: 7:30am  4:30pm 
Saturday: 8am  12 noon

Sunday: Closed
    

Oreton 01746 718414 
Oreton, Cleobury MorƟmer DY14 0TH

Kidderminster  01562 745881 
Oldington Trading Estate, Stourport Road, Kidderminster DY11 7QP

Proud to be 
Local

www.thompsonandparkes.co.uk                                                   

Stocking and Delivering all Your Building and DIY Materials 
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Integrity and Service since 1831

Coral

Barnfields 
Cleobury Mortimer £350,000

Pinkham Lane 
Cleobury Mortimer

£700 pcm

(fees apply)


